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     In case you haven't already figured out the theme of this April/May issue of Revealed it's- wheat!.  Why
wheat do you ask? Jesus spoke of His death and resurrection in John 12:24, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a
grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit." When I think of
Jesus and all the fruit His death brought, one thing that really stands out is redemption.  
    I was under the belief that there was ONLY one way to believe and feel about a person that cheated. I
believed they were the worst of the worst, and there was no changing them. Even becoming a Christian didn't
change that belief.  It was during my stand when I became offended at the word 'cheated'  and it was not
because of what was happening in my marriage, but because God was changing my mind and heart about the
person the world judged as unredeemable.  Not only does the world consider them unfit as a spouse, but
anyone that forgives remains married, or takes them back has now been judged as having a lack of respect for
themselves, or are desperate. 
     If we can't believe what Jesus did on the cross was powerful enough to redeem those who are unfaithful,
then we are all in trouble because, at one time or another, we have all been adulterous to God! 
     Redemption is very personal and means something different to each of us. For Peter, when he denied Jesus
3 times, redemption meant 3 times he got to prove his loyalty. For the woman at the well, redemption meant, it
didn't matter how many times she had been married, living water was still being offered to her. And the woman
caught in adultery, who was supposed to be stoned to death for her guilt, redemption meant that God loved
her too much and saw her just as valuable as those that could not be the first to cast the stone to condemn her.  
May we all remember that redemption is there for everyone that will turn to Jesus, confess their sins, and allow
the work of the cross to cleanse them. 
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 The Sovereign LORD has given me His words of wisdom, so that I know how to comfort the weary.
 Morning by morning He wakens me and opens my understanding to His will. Isaiah 50:4
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Thank you so much for listening to the Lord

and being obedient to Him. I have been

standing for over 3 yrs and cannot tell you

how many times what you have shared speaks

exactly to what I am experiencing and

touched my heart in a way that let me know

that God was right there saying it was going

to be ok, that I would be OK.  It is so hard to

stay strong when so many people in your life

do not agree or understand what you are

doing and put so many doubts in your head.

 I know I would not be able to stand as

strong as I am if I didn't have you and the

community of Standers. God bless what you do

for those of us who have heard God call us

to stand when everything else tells us to just

give up.  It can be so difficult to live by faith

and not what we see or feel. Bre-NJ

Marriage Revealed Ministries, 

God's favor be upon you and your loved ones.      February

22, 2022, was my 24th wedding anniversary. My husband

was granted a certificate of divorce in the court of man on

September 2019. I am 45 years old and we have a daughter

and a son.      Glory be to God! Through much pain and

suffering, I have actually come to enjoy my Stand. I've

come to realize that I'm not just standing for my husband's

repentance and the restoration of our marriage. 

     I'm standing for God! I'm standing for who God is, who I

am to Him, and who He is to me.     I love my husband

unconditionally, though it wasn't always so. And I'm so

thankful to God for allowing me to go through His refining

fire in order to purge away the impurities in my heart.

Glory be to God! I continue to be a work in progress. But

God! I know without a doubt that by the grace of God, my

husband will repent, deny himself, take up his cross, and

follow Christ Jesus.      In agreement with Romans 12:12, I

will continue to be "joyful in hope, patient in affliction, and

faithful in prayer."      My husband has been aware of my

Stand from the very beginning and has been open enough

to say he will never close himself off to us being remarried.

But God! 'My beloved's heart is in the hand of God, like the

rivers of water; He turns it whichever way He wishes.'

Proverbs 21:1      May the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus

Christ be with you now and forever. Amen.

A Stander        

Sheila, 
4 years ago I came to you and you have stood by methrough my pain, my anger, fears and my refusal tohear what God was trying to say to me. You told meoften that I was that iron that was sharpening youand we both know how much of a brat I was. Thankyou for putting up with me. Thank you for helping mesee that while being in God's will was hard, what itwould be like to be disobedient and walk away from

Him to be in my flesh. 
I pray for you often because I know you give so muchand God uses you to help the stubborn ones that don'twant to do the hard stuff, like me. I just wanted to

say thank you and I love you, sister!
Love, Lori, WA 
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What is  a  Stander?  What i s  Standing for Marriage  Restoration?

Our Principles Our Mis s i on
We believe in the sacredness of

marriage as revealed in the
Word of God.

A Stander is a man or woman, who
chooses to stand on the Word of God
and fight for their marriage despite
adultery, separation, and divorce. 
 While we have adopted the term
Standing for marriage restoration, we
are doing anything but standing still.
We are actively moving towards
progress in the areas of healing and
forgiving. We are seeking to mature in
our walk with the Lord, and pray our
spouses do the same,  all the while
prayerfully interceding for God to
restore lost spouses to Himself while
believing in marriage restoration. 

It's familiar knowledge how adultery is
common and the leading cause of
divorce. What is not common is how
many would actually STAND AND
FIGHT to save their marriage if that
option was given to them, along with a
community of others to uplift,
encourage, and train them so they are
equipped for the long warfare. So
many are told that once there is
adultery, then divorce is really the only
option. 

Marriage Revealed Ministries
Inc. supports and encourages
those who are called to stand
for the healing and restoration
of their hurting marriage while
providing them a safe place for

God’s will and purpose to be
revealed and manifested in

their lives.
 

My brethren, if any of you
should be overtaken by a fault,

you who are in The Spirit should
restore him in the spirit of

humility, Galatians 6:1 

Standing is not only an option that opens the door to restoration, but it
also opens the door to healing the right way. Many Christians will testify
that because of standing, they found a true, real, intimate relationship
with God at levels they never had before. 

We here at Marriage Revealed Ministries Inc. are living proof that God
saves marriages.   Restorations happen after adultery, after divorce, and
yes, even AFTER they mistakenly marry the other person!  If you feel
God calling your heart to stand, we are here to stand with you, welcome!
It's not an easy journey, but worth it because the lessons you learn along
the way, make the traveling worth it!

“Haven’t you read,” He replied,
“that at the beginning the Creator
‘made them male and female, and
said, ‘For this reason, a man will
leave his father and mother and
be united to his wife, and the two
will become one flesh’? So they
are no longer two, but one flesh.
Therefore what God has joined
together, let no one separate.”

Matthew 19:4-6

Want to find out more about Standing ? Visit us at marriagerevealedministries.com
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A Giving Oppor tuni ty

For You
Marriage Revealed Ministries Inc. is a

501c3 nonprofit completely funded by
Standers just like you! And because of

your support, we have been able to
reach more and more Standers who
have been alone and bring them a

community. 
 

Would you consider being partners
with us to help us bring support,

hope, and encouragement to
Standers around the globe?

 
You Can GIVE today at

marriagerevealedministries.com/donate/

https://marriagerevealedministries.com/donate/
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"Return to Me," declares

the LORD Almighty, "and I

will return to you,"

Zechariah 1:3

M A R R I A G E  R E V E A L E D
M I N I S T R I E S . C O M

 
Y O U R  G O - T O  P L A C E

 F O R  S T A N D I N G  R E S O U R C E S
 

S i g n  u p  f o r  o u r  E m a i l  N e w s l e t t e r

https://marriagerevealedministries.com/
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When You Have Turned
Back Sheila Hollinger

 31 “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to
sift all of you as wheat. 32 But I have
prayed for you, Simon, that your faith

may not fail. And when you have turned
back, strengthen your brothers.” Luke 22

-   Featured Article   -
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TO UNDERSTAND WHAT TURN BACK MEANS, YOU
HAVE TO FIRST UNDERSTAND WHERE HE WENT!

 I think every Stander will understand what I am going to
share because they relate as they see their spouse in
that place right now.

The place one finds themselves is shocking, even to
them. It's a place of new lows. Where they stoop
beneath what they consider to be moral and completely
out of alignment with their character. Where they
engage in doing things out of the ordinary for them,
things they never dreamed they would do, and turn into
a person they never believed they could become, all the
while defending it, making excuses, and blaming others. 

"You have turned back" is the word epistrephó: it is an
incredibly distinctive word when used in certain
contexts. Here, Peter would have described his 
 epistrephó experience as "I've been to hell and back."
They are talking about returning to normal, AFTER being
in a place, that was the farthest from normal for them,
the worst moral and mental state they had ever been in.  

Epistrephó part one means: I come to myself; I
turn back morally, I reform. I come back to my
senses after leaving a bad place.

 This place is so bad that humans eventually want to
leave, while DEMONS SEE IT AS HOME. The demons in
Matthew 12:44 said 'I shall return to my house from
where I came out.

If you or I were to go through testing like this in the
place we are right now, we would feel like Peter, it
would be "hell on earth."  and we could not wait for it to
end. So why doesn't our spouse feel this way? 

On the night He was betrayed by Judas, Jesus

had a conversation with Peter. He told him that

satan had demanded permission to test the

disciples' faith, especially Peter's, and the term

he used to test them was 'sifting like wheat.' 

We have heard this term mentioned in the
bible, but because sifting wheat is not
something we do now, the meaning of the term
is lost on us. Today, if we went through a
"sifting wheat" situation, we would say we had
been pushed to our breaking point or stretched
to our limits. Now, this we can understand and
relate to as being a time and place in our life
when 'all hell was breaking loose", but how can
sifting a little grain of wheat even compare to
that? 

The Stubborn Chaff!
A grain of wheat is enclosed in a worthless,
inedible covering called the chaff. In order for
that kernel to be used and serve its purpose,  it
has to be separated from the outer husk. This is
a long process where the grain is thrashed,
beaten, and shaken to force that husk to let go
of the wheat. Then it's subjected over and over
again to a blowing by wind process to further
bring distance between the two. 

We know the enemy roams about like a roaring
lion, looking for anyone that is open to being
devoured. And when he finds someone, he
must ask and get permission before he is
allowed to sift them. He had his eyes on the
apostles, Peter especially. 

Jesus knew this was coming. He told Peter that
He had prayed for him that his faith would not
fail him, but more importantly, is what He said
next. "And when you have turned back." 
 

M A R R I A G E  R E V E A L E D  M I N I S T R I E S  I N C .  

http://biblehub.com/luke/22-31.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/22-32.htm


While sifting seems the opposite of what a loving
Father would do, it's the very thing needed
sometimes for a heart that is too attached to
immorality. Could this be the very sifting,
winnowing that Paul used here in 1 Cor 5:5? 

  
I'm sure Peter was surprised at himself. The way
he acted, turned against Jesus and in the manner
that he did. I know I as well as many other
Standers were very surprised at how far away our
spouses had turned from their true moral
character and nature. 

 But God is not surprised. Because sin separates
us from God, the love and desire for things that
he hates keep us from full surrender to Him, God
knows that to get us through that narrow gate, to
help us not hear the dreaded words "depart from
Me I never knew you," that sifting them is a
chance for them to turn from their sins, repent
and form a relationship with Him. The sifting
saves their souls, which is exactly why God
allows it to happen. That is His love, His
goodness that leads to repentance. 

To deliver such a one to Satan for the
destruction of the flesh, that the spirit
may be saved in the day of our Lord

Jesus Christ. 1 Corinthians 5:5  

The sifting satan demanded is only found ONE time in
the new testament.
4617. siniazo. Winnow, prove by trials,
inward agitation to try one's faith to the
verge of overthrow.

Winnow Has Old English Roots
It comes from the word wind, breath. Winnow first
referred to the removal of chaff from grain by a
current of air. This use was soon extended to describe
the removal of anything undesirable or unwanted. -
Merriam Webster.

Satan's sifting plan works with the choice someone
makes to rebel and harden their hearts. It takes a
person to the lowest level they have ever been, so it
exposes what is hidden in the heart.  He can't force
them to do something, act a certain way, engage in
something UNLESS they already have a moral or
ethical flaw in their character. 

Psalm 139:3 You sift through my travels and my rest;
with all my ways You are familiar. The amplified says:
You scrutinize my path and my lying down, And You

are intimately acquainted with all my ways.
 

 Proverbs 20:8 A [discerning] king who sits on the
throne of judgment Sifts/winnows all evil [like chaff]

with his eyes [and cannot be easily fooled]
 

God will judge us for everything we do, including every
secret thing, whether good or bad.  Ecc 12:14
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WINNOW

The heart chooses rebellion, lawlessness, selfishness,
then turns hard, calloused,  and THEN to this place they
go, the snare. It can be quite complex for us to
understand, we just need to know it's necessary
because of those things in the heart that caused the
spouse to defile the marriage bed, hurt their family and
turn away from God are serious things that need to be
exposed and dealt with.

Jesus didn't stop satan from sifting Peter. He didn't
interfere with the sifting because He knew what was in
his heart, had to be exposed to Peter so he could repent
for the underlying issue that made him deny Jesus. We
don't know WHAT was in his heart,  we just know that
Jesus said when he returned, he was going to be ready
to be used to help strengthen his brothers! 

SIFTING is a necessary process to separate us from ourSIFTING is a necessary process to separate us from ourSIFTING is a necessary process to separate us from our

love and lust for sin, AND make us usable for His Kingdom.love and lust for sin, AND make us usable for His Kingdom.love and lust for sin, AND make us usable for His Kingdom.

It's God's love for us, His goodness that allows the sifting
which is meant to separate the heart from the worthless
chaff. The chaff that if left untouched, would interfere
with a person being able to resist temptations and live a
pure life.

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/chaff


From reading this scripture is clear to see why
zipping our lips, letting go, and letting God speak to
our spouse is the best option. They don't have the
ability to hear or be reasoned with. I understand that
knowing this truth, doesn't stop us from trying. We
try anyway until we experience for ourselves how real
it is that they are "never perceiving, and never
understanding." 

The time of sifting is meant to teach our spouses that
people, places, things, can't fill the void and replace
God in their life. When we come in and try to stop the
sifting ahead of time, before they learn this truth for
themselves, we are really saying to God "I am putting
MY relationship above Yours."  This is our own time
of sifting that is taking place, exposing the selfishness
that we would put our relationship first because we
want the pain of waiting to stop. 

While sifting looks and feels the exact opposite of
what a Good Father would do, it's EXACTLY what is
needed because He wants none to perish in their sins.
And for those that are saved, He wants no secret love
for sin hidden in them that condemns, brings shame,
and prevents intimacy with Him. 

 19 Repent therefore, and turn back (epistrephó), that your sins may be blotted out, 20 that times of refreshing
may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, Acts 3

The Word gives us some more insight into the
snare that lost spouses go when their hearts are
hard, and they are being sifted to save their souls. 

S h e i l a   
 

I have swept away your
sins like a cloud. I have

scattered your offenses like
the morning mist. Oh,

return to me, for I have
paid the price to set you

free.” Isaiah 44:22

 What does this place look like to a Stander? 

“The mystery of the kingdom of
God has been given to you, but to
those on the outside everything is
expressed in parables, 12 so that,

‘they may be ever seeing but
never perceiving, and ever

hearing but never understanding;
otherwise they might turn

(epistrephó) and  be forgiven.’
 

'For this people’s heart has
become calloused; they hardly
hear with their ears, and they

have closed their eyes. Otherwise,
they might see with their eyes,

hear with their ears, understand
with their hearts and turn,

(epistrephó) and I would heal
them.’ Matthew 13:15

http://biblehub.com/1_peter/2-21.htm
http://biblehub.com/1_peter/2-21.htm
https://biblehub.com/mark/4-12.htm


Epistrephó 
when you come
back from the

dark to the light

For more articles like this one, visit us at
marriagerevealedministries.com
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Epistrephó --Turn to the Light
Bible
Study
The Greek word epistrepho is too
interesting of a word to not dig deeper!

Epistrepho comes from 4762 stréphō –to turn; to
convert by changing, switching. direction, go the
other way (an "about-face"); taking an opposite or
divergent course. graphically illustrating dynamic
change.

THE HEBREW WORD THAT IS EQUIVALENT TO
EPISTREPHO IS 7725. SHUB 

Epistrepho and shub is a turning from one
extreme to another. From darkness to light, OR
from light back to darkness as we see here.

Gal 4:9:But now that you know God—or rather are
known by God—how is it that you are turning

(Epistrepho) back to those weak and miserable forces?
Do you wish to be enslaved by them all over again?

Acts 16:18 She continued this for many days.
Eventually, Paul grew so aggravated that he turned
(Epistrepho) and said to the spirit, “In the name of

Jesus Christ I command you to come out of her!” And
the spirit left her at that very moment.

I always found this story so interesting, because I

wondered if Paul had done the right thing because

of the severe punishment he received. He acted not

from the Holy Spirit, but from aggravation, and he

turned from the light to the dark in his motives, So

then another question arose from this. Could a spirit-

filled Christian, repeatedly go between the two

places in a double-minded, unstable way? And look

where epistrepho is found next?

Luk 17:4 “If another believer sins, rebuke that person;
then if there is repentance, forgive. 4 Even if that

person wrongs you seven times a day and each time
turns again (epistrepho) and asks forgiveness, you

must forgive.” 

The Word shows that a person WILL turn, around

repeatedly back to that dark place, come to their

senses only to return again and again, but what the

message here to focus on is for the Stander to forgive

because this is obviously a place of struggle and it's

being worked out in the heart until they no longer

get tempted to go back to darkness. 11

The sinner comes to the end of themselves
and desires change because they come to
a place where they are done with sin.

1.

It's the consequences of sin that cause people to

grow tired, weary, and want OUT.  They make the

personal choice to convert, change, REPENT. 

Epistrepho and shub reflects this "self" as
part of its definition:  I change, I come
back, I revert, I come to my senses.

Psalm 119:59 I considered my ways and I turned
(shub) my feet to your steps.

Lamentations 3:40 Let us examine our ways and
test them, and let us return (shub) to the LORD.

 

    2. The Body of Christ! 

In the second part of the definition, it shows that

it's because of someone else that a change is

caused. 

:to cause to return, to bring back, to
the love and obedience of God, to the
love for the children, to love wisdom
and righteousness

 In Luke 1, An angel is delivering a message to

Zacharias about his son to come, John the

Baptist. 

 16 He (John) will turn(Epistrephó) many of the
sons of Israel back [from sin] to the Lord their

God. 17It is he who will go as a forerunner before
Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, TO

TURN(epistrepho) THE HEARTS OF THE FATHERS
BACK TO THE CHILDREN, and the disobedient to

the attitude of the righteous [which is to seek and
submit to the will of God]--in order to make ready
a people prepared [spiritually and morally] for the

Lord.”

Consider this: Whoever turns a sinner from the
error of his way will save his soul from death and

cover over a multitude of sins. James 5:20

How Hearts Change!

S h e i l a
H o l l i n g e r   
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Reflection
When we are not in the right relationship with the Lord,

we are unable to have access to kingdom identity,

adoption, love, security, and purpose. The very things we

have been created to have that help us overcome and

conquer those places in our hearts that become attracted

to sin. We are kept from the One that can help us to

overcome temptation, and who forgives and cleanses us

from sins. Without a relationship with God, the soul can't

heal properly from past wounds or fend off deception

from the enemy!

Vulnerablity=Accessablity. A house (person) that is

unoccupied by the Holy Spirit has a welcome sign for the

enemy who roams about like a lion seeking whom to

devour.  

 The enemy sets the snare through other people. Coming

with a lie and giving false hope. Promising that what is

broken and crying out for can be fixed and healed with

what he is offering. He promises that if they just listen, buy

what he is saying, all that discontent will go away. They

will finally get what it is they have been longing for. No

more fear, no more feeling worthless or like an outcast.

They will not be disrespected, ignored, mistreated. They

will finally have everything their soul has longed for if they

would just listen and take that first step and trust in what

is being offered. He smooth talks that it will all work out,

Some believe God will make everything right because He

wants them happy and to stop denying what is in them.

And some know God is not going to be pleased, but they

have to take that chance that maybe they can change His

mind by seeing their plight. 

With this overwhelming temptation of a promise that they

can have what they really really want, (and that is key, how

badly they want it,) comes the struggle of how they can

get it and live with their decision. If ONLY they could see

they could have all they desire if they would just turn to

God and resist the devil. But they don't believe it. They

only see and feel the need to give that lie a chance and do

whatever it takes to finally be happy. It's not happiness

they are really seeking, it's the peace that comes to the

soul when the spirit connects with God and that adoption

comes. Sadly, they are blind to all of this. 

That is where rebellion steps in. In order for the heart to

give the person permission, they have to make the choice

to put themselves first. Above God, above what is right. To

get that permission they turn to rebellion and lawlessness.

That decision is what becomes the hard heart-snared in a

place of willful, selfish rebellion where they become

incapable of hearing, seeing, understanding truth. THAT is

the place they go. 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Why doesn't God just rescue them from this place? Because in this snare, the
very reasons why a person chose to turn toward the temptation of the enemy 

and put themselves first, and NOT choose God is what needs to be learned
and discovered. 

And the third instance worthy of noting is
actually one of my favorite stories of faith. 

3. Great need, great faith will cause the change!

The woman with the issue of blood,  by her faith

took her healing from Jesus without Him giving it.

She took it! Her faith was so great, that Jesus felt

the pull, He felt something SO incredible, pulling

Him, changing His direction,  to see her in her place

of darkness from His place of light. 

20 And, behold, a woman, which was diseased with
an issue of blood twelve years, came behind him,

and touched the hem of his garment: 21For she said
within herself, If I may but touch his garment, I
shall be whole. 22 But Jesus turned him about,

(epistrepho) and when he saw her, he said, Daughter,
be of good comfort; thy faith hath made thee whole.

And the woman was made whole from that hour.
Matthew 9

It's also very worthy to note that "I shall be whole" is

the same word used with the meaning rescue/

saving. When Paul said "To deliver such a one to

satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit

may be saved in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 1

Corinthians 5:5 

Luk 7:9 also shares a very similar testimony of faith.

That was so great, that Jesus marveled at the

incredibleness of it.  

4. A person in the dark, can witness the work of
God in another person's life and cause them to
turn to the Lord!
 

Peter said to him, “Jesus Christ heals you! Get up
and put away your mat.” Immediately Aeneas got
up, 35 and all who lived in Lydda and Sharon saw
him and turned (epistrepho) to the Lord. Acts 9:34

S h e i l a   

Epistrephó 

Act 26:18
To open their eyes, and to turn (epistrepho) them
from darkness to light, and from the power of

satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness
of sins, and inheritance among them which are

sanctified by faith that is in me.
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Bible
Study

Standing is a term coined by many Christians who
are in the middle of a marriage crisis and who
refuse to give up on their spouse. It was not a
common term at the time I became a Stander. I
didn't know anyone who was doing it or had done
it. Internet was relatively new and social media
didn't exist. All I had was God and my Bible, but it
was enough.

When God asked me if I was willing to do
whatever it took to save my marriage, I didn't
realize that He was calling me. What does it mean
to be called by God? Why does He call us? There
are different types of callings for different
reasons. Here, God calls us to take a stand for
our spouse. Our marriage relationship is in
trouble. One spouse may abandon the marriage
either physically, mentally or both. The other is
left to deal with the brokenness. As you struggle
through the first hours, days, and weeks, you can
be adrift. When you hear God's calling to stand,
then you have to make the decision to answer it
or not.

God's calling may not be as dramatic as Him
speaking from a burning bush to Moses (Exodus
3: 2-21) or meeting Saul on the road to Damascus
(Acts 9:3-6), or Him sending a dove to me, but He
calls us nevertheless. 

My storm began in 1998. June of that year, I was walking home from a summer
college class and thinking about the problems my husband and I were having. I
had returned to school in my 40s and was very focused on doing well, in
addition to working full time. It seemed that we were pulling apart, each in our
own worlds. Things were not going well between us. We seldom talked or spent
time together. While I was walking, I felt the Lord saying to me, “Will you do
whatever it takes to save your marriage?” I said, “Yes, Lord”. He asked me the
same question a second time and I said yes again. Then He asked me a third
time. When God asks a question three times, I believe it is very important to pay
attention. I said yes again, and this time, in my heart, I felt determined to do
whatever was called of me. Immediately, a dove flew out of nowhere in front of
my face. It startled me and I looked up to see where it went, but I could not see
it anywhere. I stood there a moment, thinking, Wow, God! One month later, my
husband confessed to an affair and that he was in love with her. 

    My stand had begun.

Lessons Learned Through The Storm
My Story Part One-Lynda Castleberry

A passage of scripture or a Bible verse may jump out
at you or you may see a particular verse over and over
in different places. Maybe you see similar verses that
encourage you to take a stand for your broken
marriage.
Perhaps you have a dream or series of dreams where
you hear God or see something that occurs and you
know this means you are to stand. 
Maybe you hear a song that speaks to you.
During a prayer or prayer time, you sense you are to
stand.
Someone may speak to you and encourage you to not
give up.
You may have a sense of urgency or determination.
“I'm not quitting!”

You may ask, how does He call us?

When God calls you to stand, He is giving you a specific
purpose for this season. Our initial thoughts are that it is
for the restoration of our marriage. Restoration is a goal,
but it is not the main focus of standing. We will explore
this in future articles.

Verses for Further Study and Contemplation

Psalm 18:6       Isaiah 6:8
Jeremiah 29:11   Romans 8:28

2 Timothy 1:9
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 "Walk in love, as Christ also has loved us
and given Himself for us." Ephesians 5:2 

Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and
beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness,

humility, meekness, and patience.
Colossians 3:12

Compassion and love for others are described
many times in the Scriptures as a natural
response to God's great love towards us; but
how easy is it to lose those feelings for our
beloved spouses when they are behaving in
such hurtful ways towards us?

 In my own life, I can say I have begged God to
take away my love for my spouse because it
hurt so badly to still love him. But God in His
love always brought me back to a place of love
and compassion for my spouse. I can truthfully
say today, I love my husband very much and
admire him. I feel in my heart compassion for
the pain he is experiencing and I pray for him
to accept the fullness of our God's grace every
single day. I am hopeful for a day that I get to
show him this compassion and comfort when
he returns home. 

How did I get there? By meditating on the
fullness of God's love for me that I did not earn.
By meditating on my sinfulness and the idea of
HIs grace. By realizing that many times in my
life I will need grace and have benefitted in the
past from grace. By knowing that but by the
grace of God, I am not suffering in the way
many prodigals are right now. 

Being empathetic comes at a risk to us
doesn't it? 

It's painful even! We don't necessarily always
have the capacity to sit with loved ones
through difficult emotions because we
recognize it does come at a cost to us
personally and it isn't always pleasant.

COMPASSION AND EMPATHY: 
Implications for Brain

Function and Spiritual Wellness 

 Bethany Johnson, MS, LPC, NCC
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Compassion and empathy have been
studied in the field of psychology, and while

they are similar they have different
effects on the brain. 

Empathy is the ability to put yourself in
someone else's shoes or to feel another's
pain. Empathy can activate motion in the
insula which is a part of the brain
responsible for emotion and self-awareness.
It also activates motion in the anterior
cingulate cortex (linked to emotion and
consciousness), as well as pain registering
(Singer & Klemecki, 2014). 
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 Compassion, however, stimulates activity in a
part of the brain called the medial orbitofrontal
cortex. This is connected to learning and
reward in decision-making).

Compassion also promoted activity in the
ventral striatum (also connected to the reward
system of the brain). 

Compassion was shown to increase a sense of
eagerness to help others and promote feelings
of kindness (Singer & Klemecki, 2014).

The absence of empathy and compassion
comes with some startling diagnoses when
applied to the field of psychology. "Sociopath,
Narcissist, Personality Disorder" and the list
goes on and on.

 In society, we recognize that a general sense
of compassion and empathy for those around
us is good for the community. We know that
absence of it is unsettling, even startling, and
leads to problems in our society and
brokenness in families. We like to label this as a
mental disorder and recommend therapy
which at times can be appropriate. And some
of it surely is psychological and even physical
as we know that brain structures can look
different in those who have experienced
trauma and show a general lack of empathy.

 But there is a spiritual and emotional aspect
to it too. We become so broken and full of
bitterness and shame, then maybe even a
sense of overwhelming pride that we are better
than others, that we can no longer extend the
grace we have been given to someone else
including our spouse. 

Our spouse has hurt us so badly, we do not
care that they are hurting, too. We might nurse
self-pity, a victim mentality, or even a sense of
self-righteousness that we are following God's
truth and forgo extending the grace we are
commanded to give to others. We may get so
hurt that we shut down, protect ourselves, and
feel "numb". We cannot see the good or the
light in others or our spouse. 

The clinical term for the inability to feel happiness
or pleasure in any stimulus is called "anhedonia".
It's a marked symptom in the diagnosis of clinical
depression. 

The medicine is in resting and enjoying His
grace, being exceedingly and constantly

thankful to Him for every blessing, and
knowing of how much we have been forgiven. 

A book I highly recommend for any Stander is
called "The Bait of Satan" by John Bevere. Spoiler
alert, the "bait" is the spirit of offense. Satan loves
to use this spirit of offense to get a foothold in our
lives. It is feeling as though we were hurt, slighted,
shorted, or didn't deserve what we were given. It's
the sinful root of self-pity, pride, self-
righteousness, and unforgiveness. And it sure is a
slimy slippery slope. 

We can then justify a LOT of poor behavior if we
go down this dangerous road! So guard your
hearts against a sense of pride and unforgiveness.
Do everything you can to meditate on God's lavish
love for you and the grace you do not deserve.
Then it becomes easier to extend empathy and
compassion to others, including your beloved
spouse. 

Singer, T. & Klimecki, O.M. (2014). Empathy and
Compassion. Current Biology, 24, 875-878..

~ Bethany

Bethany is a practicing
licensed professional
counselor with a
bachelors degree in
psychology and
a masters of science in
Clinical  Mental Health
Counseling and a 
 fellow Stander. She 
 treats her patients 
 holistically using
varied methods 
 including cognitive 
 behavioral therapy, 
 wellness tools and 
 bibliotherapy.

Take care of your mental health, and it will take care of you!
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Scriptures to EMPOWER You!
 

Ephesians 3:16-that He would grant you, according to the riches of His

glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man,

 

1 Corinthians 16:13-Be on the alert. Stand firm in the faith. Be men of

courage. Be strong.

 
2 Corinthians 12:9- But He said to me, "My grace is sufficient for

you, for My power is perfected in weakness." Therefore I will

boast all the more gladly in my weaknesses, so that the power

of Christ may rest on me.
 

Ephesians 1:18-I ask that the eyes of your heart may be

enlightened, so that you may know the hope of His calling, the

riches of His glorious inheritance in the saints,

1 Corinthians 16:13-Be on the alert. Stand firm in the faith. 

Be men of courage. Be strong.
 

2 Timothy 2:1-You therefore, my child, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.

 
1 Peter 4:11-If anyone speaks, he should speak as one conveying the words of God.

If anyone serves, he should serve with the strength God provides, so that in all

things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory and the

power forever and ever. Amen.

1 John 2:14-I have written to you, fathers, because you know Him who is from the

beginning. I have written to you, young men, because you are strong, and the

word of God abides in you, and you have overcome the evil one.

Luke 24:49-And behold, I am sending forth the promise of My Father upon you; but

you are to stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.”

Philippians 4:13-I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.

 
Luke 24:49-And behold, I am sending forth the promise of My

Father upon you; but you are to stay in the city until you are

clothed with power from on high.”

Philippians 4:13-I can do all things through Him who

strengthens me.
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This is my testimony and the hope I would offer in
JESUS. I’ve wanted to encourage all of you, but have
been reluctant to share specifics because I did not want
to offend my husband in any way or betray his renewed
trust in me. During our journey, I had not shared with
family, church, or close friends the extent of our
struggle. Because I sought to create a welcoming
environment where my husband would not be judged or
feel judged, so when the crisis passed, he could more
easily step back into the fullness of our marriage.

Important Side Note: I urge all of you who hope for
reconciliation to be very careful not to tarnish your
spouse to family and friends. They love you and may not
be as willing to forgive as you are when reconciliation
becomes a reality. On this basis, I will be somewhat
vague for the sake of privacy. 

Allow me to introduce myself. Hi
everyone! I’m Sherri:) I’m 65, have three
grown kids, and have been married almost
36 years to my prince. We struggled for
many of those years (since 2006) when
our oldest was diagnosed with severe
paranoid schizophrenia. We were 50ish at
the time, 60ish now. I was going through
menopause. The loss of hopes and dreams
surrounding our son overwhelmed us.

We were completely shattered. Each of us handled the
situation quite differently which destroyed the “team”
feeling of our marriage. Then I got cancer. Another
trigger. I almost died, but God was merciful and healed
me! Still, it added immense pressure to our relationship.
The chasm in our hearts grew bigger and bigger there
was definite trouble in paradise manifesting in heart-
wrenching emotional estrangement; The “I love you,
but I’m not in love with you” talk; multiple separations;
infidelity, and 

seismic rumblings of divorce. My husband no
longer believed we could ever be happy together
again. 

2018 was a major turning point for me that
changed my entire way of thinking. I was huddled
in a corner sobbing uncontrollably, my husband
had just left for another separation. I despaired
even of life, I don’t mean I would have committed
suicide. But I did ask God to just let the cancer
bring me home to Him. Rather than chastise me for
my fear and unbelief, JESUS lifted me up to my
feet and said, “Lay down your idols and worship
ME. Be filled to overflowing in ME. Don’t you know
who you are in ME? Gaze at ME in wonder. I AM
the Author and Perfecter of your faith! I am your
Husband. You are My Bride. I cherish you!”

 I WENT FROM PITIFUL TO EMPOWERED!

Pitiful to Empowered!Pitiful to Empowered!Pitiful to Empowered!

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the Author
and perfecter of our faith, who for the
joy set before Him endured the cross,
scorning its shame, and sat down at
the right hand of the throne of God.

Consider Him who endured such
opposition from sinful men, so that

you will not grow weary and lose heart.
(Hebrews 12:2)

When I finally asked him what was truly
bothering him (and listened without judgment),
he told me honestly what it was that triggered
him to pull away. I was blown away.  I literally
fell to my knees and sobbed at his feet as I
asked for his forgiveness. I had No idea I had
hurt him in this way and so very deeply.

Marriage Restoration TestimonyMarriage Restoration TestimonyMarriage Restoration Testimony

by Sherri



I just wanted to share my miracle
wins:) 
• Two years ago (Dec 16) my
beloved came home for good.
Praise God!
 • Two years ago (Dec 17), my
prince put his ring back on!
Hallelujah, thank You, Jesus! HE is
the GOD of miracles.

 Ps- not saying God just sweeps in
and “Fixes” everything instantly.
He doesn’t. It is very hard work.
Reconciliation is like weight loss.
Losing 50 lbs is very tough, and
Oh, the excitement of taking it off!
That’s a rush! But Keeping it off,
that’s the struggle! That’s where
the work really begins. 

The difficult journey is part of our
healing. Yay! It helps us see what
needs to be fixed/healed in us as
much if not more so than what
needs to be fixed/ healed in our
partner. I keep coming back to
this, and I know it to be true.
HOPE is not in the “Fixing” HOPE
is in the resting in JESUS. This is a
beautiful struggle my husband and
I are embracing together
wholeheartedly. We are
rebuilding. The light in his eyes
has returned; laughter has
returned. The spark has ignited
and come to life. Our love is
growing day by day and falling in
love all over again. It’s a roller
coaster ride of ups and downs and
loop-ti-loops; it’s real-it’s raw-and
it takes my breath away, humbled
and thankful. So glad I didn’t give
up, but for the Mercy and Grace
of GOD.

Then my husband would see that his
“narrative” of who I was to be a false
story planted by the enemy of the
Kingdom, satan. 

Slowly, my husband began to see my
true identity in JESUS as I leaned
hard into Him. Slowly, my husband is
being drawn back to the Light. The
more I immersed myself in JESUS,
the more the Holy Spirit began
producing His fruit in me.

Evidently, at some point in the
beginning, when our son was
diagnosed with schizophrenia, I
had communicated to my
husband that "if we just prayed
more, if we just loved him more,
our son would get better." In my
husband’s mind, I was saying
that he did not love or pray for
our son enough and that I
blamed him for our son not
getting better. He felt I was
spiritually proud and that I
looked down on him in that way.
I was utterly devastated that I
had somehow made him feel this
way. 

For the first time, I was able to
see past my pain and fully
comprehend his pain. Wow! Pain
that I had never seen or even
considered before. It had been
all about me. How could he do
this to me? I didn’t understand
that he had lost all hope

My husband was able to have hope that we

COULD be happy again in our marriage.

18

My humility at his answer

changed his heart toward

me, and the long road to

reconciliation began. 

At this point, things began to
radically change. Once I knew
what was truly bothering him, I
was able to ask GOD to change
me. Yes, I had to lay down my
pride and my rights to be “the
victim” and ask GOD to change
me, by the power of the Holy
Spirit, into the wife HE
designed me to be.

 “But the fruit of

the Spirit is love,

joy, peace,

patience,

kindness,

goodness,

faithfulness,

gentleness, self-

control….”

(Galatians 5:22-23)

Eventually my husband was able
to find a safe place in my
presence, and this gave him hope
that he could actually be happy
with me in our marriage again.
Thank You, thank You, JESUS. 

Sadly I wasted ten years of our
lives just thinking he was mean.
“How could he do this to me?”
Right? Having no idea of his pain. I
could only see my own. When he
actually told me what had hurt him
so deeply, I was flabbergasted.

 I had no idea. None. I’d never asked
or even considered. When I gave him
understanding without judgment and
left the rest to GOD, He intervened. 



 ~Let go. Give it to GOD. He doesn’t always heal every

relationship, but HE wants all of our relationships to be

healed. 

~Be still and know that HE is GOD. Lay down your

idols (for me, it was my husband, my marriage, my pride,

and my self assumed notion that I didn’t deserve to

suffer). Lay all that down and worship HIM. Immerse in

HIM. 

JESUS said, “He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has
said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.”

John 7:38
~Let GOD’s Spirit flood you, well up in you, and bubble

over! Continually be being filled with His Spirit as you

submit to HIM. Eyes transfixed on JESUS, HE will heal

you and guide you in your steps and make you strong by

His Spirit whether your spouse ever comes to their

senses or not.

~Be greatly encouraged! Even when things look

completely hopeless, I am living proof that miracles can

and do happen. 14 years. But GOD! Nothing is too big for

GOD!!!  Lean into JESUS, and HE will restore your life. 

I wholeheartedly advise the following:
 Don’t push or press your spouse. It will drive them away.

Lay them at the feet of JESUS. 

HE will not tolerate your worship of an idol…..Any idol.

Even if that idol is your spouse. 

The more we strive to fix things, the worse things get.

Rest. Give it All to JESUS. Be so full of the Holy Spirit that

it is the sweet fragrance of JESUS in you that draws

them back. 

 Zip it! Use duct tape if you have to. 

Do not publicly or even privately slander your spouse. 

 Choose a very few trusted prayer warriors. (The kind

that speaks life into you/ and doesn’t just tell you what

you want to hear)not prayer gossipers. 

Forgive completely! This is HUGE! There is no, “But you

don’t understand what they did to me!” I actually do

understand very well. Forgive anyway. The prisoner you

free will be yourself. 

Jesus was very, very clear when HE said “For if you
forgive other people when they sin against you, your

heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not
forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your

sins.” (Matthew 6:14-15) 
Honestly, forgiving my spouse was singularly the most

freeing thing I have ever done. Love completely and

selflessly (1 Corinthians 13) Love covers a multitude of

sins (1 Peter 4:8) TRUTH Be humble (Phil 2:5-11) 

WHAT ADVICE WOULD I GIVE ON THIS
JOURNEY? 

GOD is making us new, to be a sweet fragrance

to HIM that HE may mold us into His image so

that we may reflect His love story with his Bride

the Church. With very precious, beyond words,

inexpressible joy, I am praying for all of you, first

to be passionate sold-out lovers of JESUS and

also that you be reconciled in your marriages. 
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Don’t forget to be kind. Kindness matters. A lot!

Be a light of hope to your spouse, not you, but

Christ shining through you as you wait patiently

in quiet confidence that HE is with you. 

     My husband actually told me that my

kindness and quiet strength were what drew

him back to me. If I had railed at him and

accused him of treachery, he would not have

been able to hear the Holy Spirit drawing him

back for the noise of my rantings. Now to be fair,

I’m not trying to make myself look special. I

ranted too. It’s just that it is not in my personality

to rant outwardly. I fold into a ball in the corner

and rant internally, and my self-worth tanks. This

went on for a decade until I laid it all at Jesus’

feet. Game changer And followed the advice I

have given above. Give it All to JESUS…And

worship HIM. 

 “Or do you think lightly of the riches of His
kindness and restraint and patience, not knowing

that the kindness of God leads you to
repentance?” Romans 2:4

       Don't give up! Stand in JESUS! In
September of 2019, something happened that

absolutely broke my heart. It was the proverbial

straw that broke the camel’s back. I gave up.

Dissolved into tears I went through the house

and took down every picture of us. and I took off

my rings. It was over in my heart.

     The next day I was walking to my car after

worship service and I ran into one of my very

trusted prayer warrior friends. When she saw that

I was not wearing my rings and I told her

privately what had happened. She took my hand

in hers and looked me in the eye and said,

“Sherri. Go home. Put your pictures back on the

wall. Put your rings on. Trust Him. GOD is going

to heal your marriage. It was a divine

appointment. I went home and did as she said.

And GOD did heal my marriage! 

      That was mid-September 2019. He came

home and started wearing his rings again in

mid-December 2019. 

God bless you all. Love In JESUS.

http://biblehub.com/1_peter/2-21.htm
http://biblehub.com/1_peter/2-21.htm


Find us on YouTube! 

Stander s  Uni ted C o m m u n i t y !

WANT TO CONNECT WITH OTHER STANDERS IN A SAFE, SUPPORTIVE COMMUNITY?
 

We now have Standers ZOOM Classes. 
To sign up, go to our website, and click the Zoom Class link to learn more.

JOIN US FOR:  Fellowship, Prayers, Question and Answers, Healing and HOPE!
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Crossing the Bridge

is one of the terms I use when I see a Stander come to a
place of comprehending what Standing is all about. Join
me as I help you come to the place where you cross that
bridge into a place of understanding that helps you see
what God has been doing all along. To sign up, go to our
Webpage.  

MarraigeRevealedMinistrires.Com

ClassesClassesClasses

FREEFREEFREE



EVEALED, is the name of the magazine, but it
is also the moment that God finally shows us
His promise, plan, and/or strategy.

As a Stander, I was busy looking for the
promises, plans, and strategies that God had
for me, in my own strength, in my own way,
and never quite finding what I was looking for
because I didn’t know what I was looking for.

I spent many years seeking and never finding,
thinking I was doing exactly what God
wanted me to, but I was far from it. What God
wanted was my obedience. My trust, my
belief, and faith in Him that in due season, He
would reward me for being obedient.

How was I being selfish?

Behaving fleshly, wanting what I wanted
when I wanted it, and not following what I
knew God wanted me to do. You know, living
in disobedience. 

There were times when I knew, what I needed
to do and still chose not to do them simply
because I didn’t want to.

 Why did I willfully disobey God?

 Let’s be honest, I was hurt, and my level of
belief and trust was at an all-time low.

I was on a merry-go-round. I was going
around and around in my relationship with
God, one minute He was real and wanted to
restore my marriage, next minute He was
real, but didn’t and wasn’t going to restore
my marriage. I was back and forth all over the
place. You could say, I was the devil’s
plaything. Shake my head!

As, I wandered around the Standers
community, and read testimonies about
restored marriages, mainly, but families too, I
started noticing a common factor, every
person talked about, whether it was the
husband or wife standing, this one thing
stuck out to me.

Each story was different, but the same.

Every person had the REVELATION of

surrender and obedience.

They would emphatically say, “but when I
surrendered to God, everything changed”.

They didn’t mean and I do not mean,
surrender in just one area, we mean in all
areas of your life and remain obedient, with
what He is asking.

COMING TO A
PLACE OF FULL
SURRENDER TO

THE WILL OF GOD

Testimony
from a Stander
now restored

By Lisa L. Trujillo
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Proverbs
3:5-6, kept
me as God

was keeping
me.

I went around the mountain of
disobedience for a long time. Partly due to
my lack of knowledge and understanding
and partly due to my selfishness. 

5 Trust in the LORD with
all your heart, and lean

not on your own
understanding; 6in all

your ways acknowledge
Him, and He will make

your paths straight.
Proverbs 3: 5-6



Make God your number one
priority. He should be your
life’s bread, the air that you
breathe.

As you, surrender to God, He
will reveal all things to you in
His time and in His way. 

You will begin, to see the new
creation emerge from within
you. Healing will begin to take
place in area’s you didn’t even
know were broken.
 

When they share with you the
wilderness experience and you
hear something that hurts you,
stay quiet and be praying
internally and when you go to
your prayer closet, cry it all out
to God, let Him heal you.

But say nothing to your spouse.

Forgiveness changes everything
and it must be given, for things
to move forward.
 
Give everything to God and
then watch how he works it all
out for the good of those who
love him: Romans 8:28

Trust me, God reveals Himself
and He reveals things when you
align yourself with Him in a
state of surrender.

I don’t recommend getting
caught in the mindset of
unforgiveness, that is a
breathing ground for the enemy
to accuse you to God and delay
the process. It reveals that you
are more concerned about your
own self than believing and
trusting that God is the God of
the impossible.

If you are standing for your
marriage, then it is because you
believe that God can do it, so I
ask that you not put limitations
of what God asks of you or
reveals to you what must be
done to get your breakthrough.

Every testimony is for someone
else; Revelation 12:11.

Don’t delay His promises
another moment.

Surrender and be REVEALED to
the will of God in your life.

      Lisa L. Trujillo

Here is where your

obedience really

matters.

These are a guideline, not
a rule. 

Be mindful of the
questions you ask,
bringing up them leaving
or mentioning the hurt
you experienced. 

When the time is right,
God will have already
prepared their hearts, and
probably, they will start
the conversation and spill
everything.

My advice, stay quiet and
listen.  

I repeat, stay quiet and
listen.  

They need a safe place to
land. They are fully aware
of the damage they have
done. 

They need to know that
you have forgiven their
trespasses, as God has
forgiven yours.

“For if you forgive others for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. “But if you do not
forgive others, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions. Matthew 6:14-15

Restored since 2020

A Stander for life!

In Jesus name, Amen

The LORD is close to the
brokenhearted; he rescues those

whose spirits are crushed.
Psalm 34:18

As you get in tune with the
things of God, it's like God
begins to send smoke signals
to the wayward spouse.
Suddenly, you get phone
calls, text messages, or if you
were in contact, and the
contact was not very good,
you will notice a shift in tone,
attitude, frequency, which has
drastically improved. You may
even get visits, unexpectedly.
They may linger a little longer,
smile a little bigger.

You will find, you are getting
invitations for meals, or
unexpected gifts.

Conversations may even be
reflective of in the beginning,
of time, when you two first
met, before the drama.

God is a restorer of time, go
with it!  



Ezekiel 36

25“Then I will sprinkle clean water

on you, and you will be clean. Your

filth will be washed away, and you

will no longer worship idols. 26And I

will give you a new heart, and I will

put a new spirit in you. I will take

out your stony, stubborn heart and

give you a tender, responsive

heart.b 27And I will put my Spirit in

you so that you will follow my

decrees and be careful to obey my

regulations.

28“And you will live in Israel,

the land I gave your ancestors

long ago. You will be my people,

and I will be your God. 29I will

cleanse you of your filthy

behavior. I will give you good

crops of grain, and I will send no

more famines on the land. 30I

will give you great harvests

from your fruit trees and fields,

and never again will the

surrounding nations be able to

scoff at your land for its

famines. 31Then you will

remember your past sins and

despise yourselves for all the

detestable things you did. 32But

remember, says the Sovereign

LORD, I am not doing this

because you deserve it. O my

people of Israel, you should be

utterly ashamed of all you have

done!

22“Therefore, give the people of Israel this message from the Sovereign LORD: I am bringing you back,

but not because you deserve it. I am doing it to protect my holy name, on which you brought shame

while you were scattered among the nations. 23I will show how holy my great name is—the name on

which you brought shame among the nations. And when I reveal my holiness through you before their

very eyes, says the Sovereign LORD, then the nations will know that I am the LORD. 24For I will gather

you up from all the nations and bring you home again to your land.

 



 It is the Lord that draws a man to Christ and

moves a heart to faith. This is good news indeed,

for my conversion and salvation was not

dependent upon me, in my own will and strength,

to choose Christ. If so, I would never have chosen

Christ for in my own will and mind, I hated God.

However, it is God who turns the heart. 

I watched every bit of the Billy Graham

documentary. In that documentary Billy Graham

preached the gospel to me, that called for

repentance and proclaimed the message of the

cross and the need to put my faith in Christ. 

How My Heart of

Stone Was Changed

Into a Heart of Flesh

Don Griffin, From A Prodigals Journey Home, shares
how the Lord touched and changed his heart to bring

him back to Himself and home to his family.

I am asked a lot about what was it that brought me

home. My answer is that it was the hearing of the

gospel. 

It’s the message of the gospel that changes
a heart of stone into a heart of flesh. 

     t’s the gospel that calls men to repent and turn

from their sin and trust in Christ alone. Until a

prodigal comes to Christ in repentance and faith,

there cannot be any true restoration of a marriage. 

I think often of when did I hear the message of the

cross during my prodigal years. No one ever shared

with me the message of the gospel. However, the

Lord ordered my steps to a night when I watched

a Billy Graham documentary on Netflix.

 I was in bed, late one night, flipping through Netflix,

and I ran across a documentary on Billy Graham. For

some reason, I started watching it. I was half-drunk

and at that time I was hostile towards Christianity. So,

why in the world did I choose to watch that

documentary?

Don, What brought you home?

25

I did not agree with the message of the gospel

presented in the documentary, but I very much

remember thinking about how I wish this message

of the cross was true. 

I wanted it to be true because I wanted to have

peace in my heart with God. I wanted my life to be

healed. My heart was broken and I longed for peace.

I wanted to believe that I could be forgiven. However,

I just did not believe in Christianity, and I was bitter

towards it based on a bad church experience years

ago that eventually lead me into my prodigal years.

© REVEALED Standing for Marriage Restoration Magazine 2022 
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I will give you a new heart and put a
new spirit in you; I will remove from
you your heart of stone and give you

a heart of flesh. Ezekiel 36:26

Don Griffin

26

Where did that come from? It was the Lord

turning my heart and drawing me to Him

through that message.

 You see, it is not dependent on the will of the

prodigal, or their state of mind, or how hard their

heart is, for nothing and no one can resist the

grace of God. God comes in and turns a heart

towards Him, He opens blind eyes and saves lost

and dead souls. 

It has taken me almost three years since coming

back to Christ to see what happened on the

night I watched the documentary. Out of all the

things that influenced me in my prodigal years, it

was the gospel message in that documentary

that helped lead me to repentance and

restoration to Christ first, and then my marriage.

It was that documentary that presented the

gospel to me that impacted me more than

anything. 

Prodigals need to hear the gospel. That is the
only thing that has the power to change their

hard hearts to a heart of flesh and give them a

new desire for righteousness and holiness, and

this message of the gospel is what will lead

them back to Christ, their marriage, and family. 

We need to pray they hear that message. It is through the

message of the cross that the Holy Spirit will convict a sinner,

turn a sinner’s heart, make them into a new creature in Christ,

bring them to repentance and to restoration in their marriage.

Abuse of any kind is never ok!
 But what if you are
not sure if there is

abuse?

Call: 800.799.SAFE (7233)
Or visit them online 

and Chat live
https://www.thehotline.org/ 

Making that first step can
be scary, and that is what
advocates at the National
Abuse Hotline are there

for. To help you work
through that fear and

replace it with
understanding! 

"Why did I think about peace with God and why
did I want the message of the cross to be true?

 

Marriage Revealed Ministries Inc. is committed to helping bring healing and restoration to

couples who are struggling in their marriage. We do this through the revelation of Who God is

and His heart and design for marriage which never intends abuse in any form

https://www.thehotline.org/
https://www.thehotline.org/


redeemed

redeemed

redeemed

reconciled

Res t or e d

REPENTANCE

RES
TORATION

R e v e l a t i o n

Rebuild
Rebuild

RENEW

Revival

Reestablish

R
E
T
U
R
N



“I don’t know how to stop the
thoughts in my mind. “I’m circling
the drain of negativity and I can’t
shut it off. “It feels like there’s a
poison streaming through my veins
every time I think about what’s
happened.”

From 

His Victory!

Wholly Armed

 and Ready

 For Battle!                                                Those thoughts overwhelmed me, in 
                                            between the constant barrage of messages, 
                                         fed to me by an overachieving enemy during 
                                      the first two years of standing on a promise from  
                                   God to restore my marriage. I was riding a
                                rollercoaster of emotions that never seemed to stop, 
                           with the enemy appearing to have a firm grip on the 
                      controls. Up and down, hour by hour, day after day. 8am:
                    I was riding a mountain top view after quiet time with God. 
               12pm: I was in tears and feeling defeated. 5pm: I was back to 
         experiencing the ride of Holy Spirit power. Only to climb into a
     lonely bed by 10pm, feeling defeated once again and crying tears
 of pain into my pillow.

      I spewed raw emotions everywhere I went to anyone who would listen
about everything. I was a desperate sponge for opinions, especially if they
agreed with my headspace at that particular moment. I was a pawn in the
hands of an enemy that remembered every little painful trigger better than I
did, and he never failed to use them all against me.  

    To not only survive this journey, but thrive
within the journey, I needed to stop the
regurgitation of piercingly painful playbacks in
my mind. I needed tools … skillful, perfectly
chosen tools to deflect those fiery darts lodged
by the enemy into my soul. With the Bible as
the only true source of guidance, I began
searching for nuggets of wisdom to help me
move beyond this mentally and physically
destructive loop. I began reading each word of
scripture like it was Neosporin being
strategically applied to burns and abrasions on
my soul.

By no Holy Spirit accident, I opened to
Ephesians 6 one day and started discovering
and studying a supernatural collection of tools
only God could orchestrate. At the time when
Paul wrote his letter to the people in Ephesus,
referred to as the Ephesians, the visual sight of
a Roman soldier was commonplace to all. 

The average citizen couldn’t help but hear a
Roman soldier walking around in their metal
armor and see their intimidating presence
everywhere. 

When the Holy Spirit inspired Paul to write a
correlation between this soldier’s protective
armor and the very real spiritual battle of every
believer, it was a picture all could understand,
regardless of income or status within society. It
was meant as a tool for them to be spiritually
battle-ready.

A person standing on a promise from God to
reconcile and restore their marriage faces a
similar force of an enemy lodging a barrage of
fiery arrows at them from all directions. Family,
friends, co-workers, even our Christian
influences can unknowingly be pawns in the
enemy’s hands to infiltrate our peace, joy, and
contentment while standing in obedience.

Kelly 
Murphy
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I slide on a full-face motorcycle helmet of salvation, which protects my mind and eyes from the lies and
manipulations of the enemy. It securely guards my tongue and mouth, making my words more intentional
when spoken. This helmet also has an amazing implanted two-way communication device for uninterrupted,
always connected, prayer with God. When I slide on this helmet, all distractions meant to refocus my eyes
and mind on anything but God truly go away. That's the power of the Holy Spirit at work.

With my body now geared up, I reach out and grasp the massive body shield of faithfulness in my left hand.
I used to think this shield was my faithfulness in God, but a revelation while reading Psalm 91:4 showed me
that the shield of faithfulness is actually God’s faithfulness given to me. It stands as a full body shield, from
my boots of peace to my helmet of salvation, light enough to carry on long journeys, but thick and heavy
enough to protect me from all those fiery darts.

And lastly, in my right hand, I clutch the double-edged sword of His Word, able to slice through with
perfect precision all that the world holds as its “truth”. This self-sharpening, never dulling, penetrating sword
is the only weapon needed in my full body defense against a spiritual battle that tends to rage when I am 
weary and exhausted or feeling far from God.

When those negative thoughts start swirling in my mind, whispering things are never going to change, 
 or that person will never see differently, or I’m not enough, or it’s impossible, or I need to give up you 
know all those lies of the enemy. I stop and put on the motorcycle helmet. The sucking sound from 
circling the proverbial drain immediately stops. When my heart physically hurts and I find it hard to 
breathe from the latest disappointment, I put on the bulletproof vest of righteousness and belt of
 truth. And when my feet are sore and blistered from long-suffering and enduring, it’s the hiking 
boots of peace that rejuvenates and keeps me walking.

The use of armor in spiritual warfare wasn’t just a message Paul was writing to the Ephesians. It 
has transcended generations. It was a message of hope delivered while he endured and even 
thrived within imprisonment. Paul testified to a tactic of warfare he knew worked well because
 he used it himself in the most adverse of situations. 

While the Armor of God has always been and will continue to be, a tool available for anyone 
following Jesus Christ, it’s critical to remember we never fight these battles FOR victory, but
rather we fight FROM a position of the victory already achieved. We stand protected and defiant 
against an enemy that lost the battle when Jesus died and was resurrected. We stand IN victory,
fully armored up and prepared for the battle raging against our marriages and our families. And 
we stand in the gap of faith for our spouses and children, confident that our Heavenly Father 
will engage in the heavy fighting and ultimately overcome it all for us, His children.

After those first two years of
riding the nauseating
rollercoaster, God gave me
an amazing perspective on
the armor, which prompted
me to physically begin
putting it on, piece by piece,
as if it were literal tangible
items in my hands. This tool
helped me physically climb
out off the rollercoaster and
be battle ready at all times. I
am now in year six of
standing, blessed with God’s
wisdom and discernment, but
not prideful to think for a
moment that I can navigate
life without this tool every
day, during any adverse
situation.

So what does putting on God’s armor look
like today? I’d say close your eyes and
imagine, but then how would you read it?
Ha! So first pray for the Holy Spirit to stir
wisdom and discernment in your heart;
pray for a Holy flooding of God’s Word of
truth to flow over your emotions and
situation; and pray for your will to be
surrendered to fall under the alignment of
God’s perfect will.
     And then imagine you are me … As I sink
my feet into waterproof, steel-toed hiking
boots of peace. These boots stabilize and
balance me as I make the climb up steep
mountains of challenging situations. I cross
rocky rivers in the deep valleys of
uncertainty. When my ankles get weak, the
snug-fitting boots provide firm footing
through all of life’s unexpected moments.

I secure the belt of truth
around my waist, as if it were a
safety harness, securing my
spine for the heavy lifting that
is required. I imagine the
weightlifter with that thick
wide belt ratcheted around
their waist as they bend to lift
heavy loads and move through
hard times.
     I zip up a bullet proof vest
of righteousness around my
core. This vest of right
standing with God protects my
beating heart, the movement
of air through my lungs and all
the other vital life-sustaining
organs from any penetrating
ammunition covertly aimed at
me by stealth enemy.

Ephesians 6:10-20

Kelly Murphy



Search ing
Forever seeking,  but never being satisfied
with the answers.

Sometimes there is a question in your heart that no
matter how many times you ask, your heart just isn’t
satisfied with the answer and you are driven to keep
asking over and over.

You get your questions answered by a variety of very
qualif ied sources: former lost spouses, restored couples,
ministry leaders, other Standers.  But none of their answers
help. So you keep asking your questions.  

Quest ions l ike , 
“D id you go no contact? Why?”

“D id you th ink about your spouse?”
“ If you wanted to come home, 

why d idn ’t you?”

Over and over the Stander wil l  hear almost the same
answers to the questions they are seeking, which is the lost
person felt  shame and guilt which is what a person feels
when they are under the guilty verdict of condemnation .
But after hearing this,  the heart won’t accept it  and wants
to keep searching for a better answer. Why?

By Sheila Hollinger
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The heart is looking for what
makes the most sense
ACCORDING to WHAT  is  asking
the question. 

It  is  the WHAT in your heart that
drives you to keep searching for an
answer. It  wil l  keep asking the
question over and over unti l  there
is that peace and calming that
comes when it  gets the answer it 's
been looking for.

If  your WHAT is fear ,  then the
only thing that wil l  satisfy as an
answer wil l  be anything that calms
the fears,  even if  i ts NOT TRUTH. 

It  is NOT THE TRUTH  a heart is
looking for when it  is driven by
rejection, unworthiness, or any
other emotion that comes from a
heart with unhealthy roots.  No,
truth is not what it  wants, it  wants
rel ief,  OR with rejection, it  wants
a reason to be the f irst to reject,
before it  gets rejected.   

The only time searching for
answers is going to bring

solutions that satisfy and make
sense is when the heart is free

and clear of things that interfere
with a person desiring truth

above all.

I f  your heart is ful l  of interference,
then so are your motives that
drive your search. So that is
something to be aware of next
time you are on the hunt to f ind
answers to something that is
inside driving you to search. It 's
not real ly what is going on. Those
places inside that are hurting and
in need of heal ing, are searching
for something to make it  feel
better.  

NOW HERE IS  A  KEY  PO INT.  PAY  CLOSE
ATTENTION  TO  WHAT I  AM GO ING  TO  SHARE .

© REVEALED Standing for Marriage Restoration Magazine 2022 
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I f  you abide in My Word, you are
truly My disciples, Then you wil l
know the truth, and the truth wil l
set you free. John 8:31-32

Anyone l iving apart from Jesus and
under the law of condemnation for their
sins, wil l  not understand how to be free.
We are told that Jesus, our HOPE is what
can make us bold. Bold to hope and f ind
the courage to do what it  takes to be set
free. 

If  you are standing and want
punishment, then you need to turn to
Jesus, abide in Him, confess your desire,
and let Him work on your heart to
change it  so you would want your lost
beloved to be free from the
consequences and punishment of
condemnation, shame, and guilt .  

And the lost spouse, bound in
condemnation, would turn to the Living
Hope, Jesus Christ,  be bold and
courageous to believe in Him, what He
did so they would be free from the guilt ,
punishment, shame of their sins.

Only the power of the cross can set a
person free from the condemnation that
comes upon them for their sins, but
ONLY when the heart turns to Christ.
Without that turning, seeing, desir ing,
embracing, and receiving what Christ
did, the condemnation wil l  remain.  

12Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very bold. 13We are not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face to prevent the Israelites from seeing the end
of what was passing away.(The law and condemnation) 14But their minds were made dull, for to this day the same veil remains when the old covenant is read. It
has not been removed, because only in Christ is it taken away. 15Even to this day when Moses is read, a veil covers their hearts. 16But whenever anyone turns to

the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 2 Cor 3

She i l a   

Now, what happens if  someone has a
heart l ike Jonah?
 Jonah hated the people of Ninevah
for how they treated his people. He
didn't want them to repent and get out
of the consequences through God's
mercy. His heart was bitter and He
wanted vindication. 

He wanted condemnation,
punishment!

When the heart wants consequences, a
sentence, judgment to be passed for
the pain and aff l iction that was
brought upon it  then it  is seeking
retribution. This condemnation is the
old way, the law, and it  was death. 

But Christ came and changed all  that.
He came as a way out of the
punishment of condemnation through
the work of the cross and the
forgiveness and washing away of sins
when they truly turn and repent.  In
order for a person to be free of that,
they must embrace Jesus, abide in
Him, which means remain, STAND, and
that standing wil l  make you true
disciples, and the truth wil l  set you
free!

A heart that is dull ,  hardened, st i l l  has a
veil  over it  to prevent it  from seeing
Christ and the Cross, but instead looks to
law, which was condemnation, wil l  not be
free when the truth comes to them, they
wil l  not recognize the truth. 

ANYONE who doesn’t accept the Cross will be under Condemnation

Standing with you,



we  SMILE  when  AmazonSmile 

 makes  a  .05% donation to us

 all SMILE when we see your

contributions at work!

What is AmazonSmile?
AmazonSmile is a simple way for you to

support your favorite charity. Every time you

shop, at no cost to you AmazonSmile will
donate 0.5% of your eligible purchases to the

charitable organization of your choice. Go to
smile.amazon.com for more information and

how to choose Marriage Revealed Ministries

Inc. as your charity of choice. 

Together we can make a
difference! 

you SMILE  when  you shop

 at AmazonSmile  

Sold on Amazon
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Capable

My Yoke was Heavy

Unfair Expectations
Sheila Hollinger

Great disappointments come from 

 So many times I found myself in a
dark place of being  greatly
disappointed in my husband's
failures. Being so focused on his
failures kept me from seeing that
my disappointments were not
coming from my spouse's failure as
I thought, it was coming from the
fact that I kept expecting
something from someone who was
not capable of being free.

 Each time-I put MY expectations
with MY timing, and MY perception
onto him, I placed an unbearable
yoke around his neck. And when he
could not deliver, I then put MY
blame, MY disappointment, and
sadly, MY anger and condemnation
on him without seeing MY UNFAIR
EXPECTATIONS. Round and round
we went. He faced temptations, I
expected him to be strong.

I was placing a yoke upon his
neck that he could not bear and
then blaming him when he failed
to carry it alone.

He was angry that I kept placing
the burden on him, and I was
angry because I felt he kept
tossing it aside. Something had
to change!

God let it start with me!

 When God revealed the truth to
me, how my dysfunctional cycle
was because of my unfair
expectations,  I was ready to
make the change, but how? How
was I supposed to live without
expecting him to change? My
expectations were in alignment
with God's will for him, I wasn't
asking for anything unreasonable,
so why was God telling me that I
had to let them go?

I started to get angry at the
thought of laying my
expectations down, and not
being able to expect better for
our family. 

And then He explained.

 Expected him to seek help, fight
back, do whatever it took to not get
snared. His lack of effort was
driving me crazy and I could not
understand why he was not feeling
about this snare the same way I
was. But he was not me, and I
would never understand what that
place meant to him. If it brought
him comfort, peace, eased his
fears. Or if his fears increased if he
thought he had to live without it.
No, I could never understand, yet, I
was expecting him to give it up
easily because he was clearly
trapped in sin. My expectations
were reasonable only to me. 

But they were hurting everyone!

 Jesus says, Take My yoke upon you
and learn from Me; for I am gentle
and humble in heart, and you will
find rest for your souls. For My yoke
is easy and My burden is light.”
Matthew 11:29-30
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Bearing Responsibility

We release the burden that
we carry as well! 

Expecting is NOT wrong, it just needs to be put onto
the right shoulders!

 The Lord could do it! He could meet every one of my
expectations and be trustworthy with my petitions. 

WHATEVER YOU PUT YOUR EXPECTATIONS ON, YOU
ALSO PUT THE RESPONSIBILITY ON. 

When I shifted the expectations off of my spouse and onto
the Lord I released him from not only the responsibility but
answering to me as to why he could not do what I expected!
Now, God had my questions coming to Him instead of my
husband getting my accusations.  

And here is the biggest

thing..... 

Because we know God's intentions are good, He is
trustworthy, faithful, His timing is IMPECABLE, and He
is CAPABLE, something happens when we shift the
expectations and responsibility onto Him. 

 “Now to Him who is able to do
exceedingly abundantly above all that
we ask or think, according to the
power that works in us…”Eph 3:20

God was never asking me to let my
expectations go. He was asking me to put
them on HIM. To take all that anticipation I
had, all those desires of seeing my husband
walking in freedom and healed and put it all
on God and then EXPECT God to be the one
to make those changes. 

I had a lot of expectations, you name it, I
expected it. They were not wrong things to
want, they just were not something my
husband was capable of bearing.  
---But God could!

God was asking me to put ALL of it
onto Him because He could take it.

When we come to understand that He wants to take
this onto Himself, and is asking that we no longer try
to control the timing, and how it comes to pass, just
that it will, we become free from so many things. 

It can be a very freeing place when you come to
know that God shares in your concern for your loved
one and wants them free just as much as you. With
that freedom, you should be able to trust Him to
where you put all your hope and anticipation on Him
instead of your spouse. Just remember not to keep
taking it back from the Lord and putting it back onto
your spouse's shoulders. 

God wants to exceed our expectations, we just need
to let Him! 
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SPOTLIGHT RESTORATION TESTIMONYSPOTLIGHT RESTORATION TESTIMONYSPOTLIGHT RESTORATION TESTIMONY

Bren Vinesett

Matthew 7:24–27 — (NKJV) 
24 “Therefore whoever hears

these sayings of Mine, and
does them, I will liken him to

a wise man who built his
house on the rock: 25 and the

rain descended, the floods
came, and the winds blew

and beat on that house; and it
did not fall, for it was founded

on the rock.



But this?… I will be honest, my faith
faltered quite a bit. Not because I
didn't think God could do it. But
because I didn't think my husband
would become that lost son that ran
back home. 

Matt and I met in April of 2015. He
had been in an almost fatal
motorcycle accident in August 2014.
He was in a wheelchair when he first
caught my attention. What he was
unaware of was the fact, that even
though he could not walk that day, 
 He walked right into my heart. We
had a whirlwind romance. I have
never met anyone so gentle, selfless,
and kindhearted. We were married in
July of 2016. We were truly living the
"cliché."

I had my happily ever after. I never
thought that I would gather so many
stones to build my own
remembrance. To build my own altar
to God. I believe that many Christians
would long for that sacrifice. But you
don't want to endure the suffering
that comes with the territory. 

Over the past 7 years. I have not been
the perfect wife. I was not even close
to the Proverbs 31 woman. I fell short
of every biblical statute that God said
a wife and woman should be. I took
this man for granted. His love.
Kindness. Generosity. Loyalty.
Presence. It did not go unnoticed. But
I spit on the ground that he walked on
because I never thought he'd leave. 

But, over the years, my words cut him
deeper than any double-edged
sword. My words made one slice at a
time, until he bled out, and he died.
He died an emotional-Mental.
Spiritual death. He never vocalized his
hurt or concern. But I should have
known that my tone, my choice of
words, my discontent for his choices
were slowly taking him away. My
husband began to pull further from
me. It was a very slow fade. It was so
unrecognizable that I never imagined
I would live without him. 

I cannot fathom that anyone would ever dream of getting

married just to endure the torture of separation and

divorce. We all long for true love and our happily ever

after. But what is the blueprint when you're storybook

love turns into a primetime thriller? 

You pray!
 I have always believed in God. I always prayed with assurance. And
there were answers to prayer throughout my life. I like to call it my
faith library, where I can go back and remember how faithful God was.

After 6 years of marriage, Matt asked Bren for a divorce.  "He said he saw the light at the end of the tunnel,
and I was not there." But God told her something different. "I will fight for you. You need only to be still."

STONES FOR THE ALTAR 
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God was encouraging me to go to battle. But I was
not alone. God was fighting for my marriage too. He
told me, "I will fight for you. You need only to be
still." 

So many stories spoke to me. God told me that Jesus
promised to bring the disciples to the other side of
the lake. But He didn't promise that the boat would
not break on the way to their destination. 

He reminded me about the little boy who died and
how Elisha came back and told the mother to stay on
the other side of the door because it was between
the two of them. 2 Kings 4:32-33.

God reminded me that this battle was between him
and my husband. The true battle was spiritual. It was
not the battle that I was witnessing with my eyes. 

During the next eight months, my husband would
barely communicate. He did not want to talk or text.
He did not want to see me. In my heart, I felt like he
became possessed with a demonic presence who
reveled in the torture. 

When I woke up in the morning, I prayed. When I
drove in the car, I prayed. On my breaks at work, I
prayed. On my way home, I prayed. I would walk
very late at night and just cry out to God in the
middle of the street. Sometimes during the night, I
would wear my husband's motorcycle jacket. I would
just pray that I had some kind of connection to him
where God could just reach down and change the
course of his thoughts. That God would give him a
heart transplant from that heart of stone to a heart of
flesh. 

MY PRAYERS. THE SERMONS. STAND. STAY. FIGHT. 

After five years of marriage, he wanted a separation. I knew in my heart that separation was not going to be
beneficial. As soon as he put his thoughts into motion, things took a drastic turn. The house grew cold. Our
beautiful home turned into a stony, drafty dungeon. The couch became my safe haven. I could not communicate
with him. The sound of my voice was an irritant to his ears. He removed his wedding ring from his finger. When I
looked into his eyes, there was a void. He was empty. 

His beautiful ocean blue eyes had turned dark like a great white shark. The man who once loved me
unconditionally and sacrificially had now become hard-hearted and self-indulging. I did not recognize the person
I was living with. 

I had just started a new job. The clinic had not opened yet, so for the first few months I was there collecting boxes
and organizing the office. During this time, God put it on my heart to pray and watch sermons. So I did. I
journaled every day concerning the things that God was revealing and the things that I was gleaning. There was a
common thread through scripture.



GOD KEPT SHOWING ME

I remember walking in the pouring rain. My
clothes were like a sponge saturated with
water. Raindrops streamed down my face like
teardrops. I begged God to speak to my
husband that night. I prayed for protection
over him. I asked that he would give him a
new love for me. I petitioned that he would
prevent him from doing anything outside of
God's will. I cried out to God to strengthen
me. To help me walk through this valley. And
I asked God to not allow my suffering to be in
vain. I wanted a testimony and a ministry on
the other side of this valley. Even though I
was losing my marriage. 

God became my husband. He sent angels
and helpers at every turn, situation, and
circumstance. I was invited over for dinners.
People who I didn't even know showed up to
help me move from place to place. I had to
move four times in a six-month period. I
never went without. 

Somehow my finances were taken care of.
Throughout this journey, God provided me
with a new car. I was able to buy my first
house. I landed a wonderful job. God was
faithful because I was faithful. God promised
to use this for my good. I was never the
person to make a public display of my faith. I
would never go up to the altar. But Jesus was
stirring in my heart. He was growing me into
a deeper relationship with him. A deeper
faith. So I began praying at the altar for my
husband. I do believe that it was the prayers
of the hundreds of saints that joined me to
pray for my marriage and my husband that
really changed the course of everything in
my life. 

During my stand…I

began to see owls

everywhere. They are

the most elusive bird.

I never saw them until

this journey began in

my life. So I asked for

an owl tattoo with the

words "Talitha Koum"

to remind me to always

rise up. (When Jairus'

daughter died Jesus

said, "Talitha Koum"

to raise a dead girl to

life.)

This little owl reminded me to keep vision through the
darkness, to have wisdom through the Word. But the only
way to win this battle for my husband's heart was O.W.L.
Only. With. Love. I remember praising God at the smallest
sign of victory. But it seemed as soon as we won a small
battle, the enemy swooped right back in with stronger
weapons and more ammunition. 

In October, my husband sent me a text message to find a
lawyer and get the papers drawn up for our divorce. I was
devastated. I begged him to give God more time to work in
his life. But he was adamant. He said that there was nothing
left in him. That he can't get over the words of my past, and
he would never forgive me. He said he saw the light at the end
of the tunnel, and I was not there. He had no empathy. He had
no remorse. And there were times that I cried on the phone
with him where he just wanted to hang up. The hardest times
were when I saw him, and he didn't want to touch me. I was
treated like I had leprosy. He did not want to hug me or kiss
me. "I love you" was removed from his vocabulary. 

 "In the same way, you wives must accept the authority of your husbands. Then,
even if some refuse to obey the Good News, your godly lives will speak to them
without any words. They will be won over by observing your pure and reverent lives.
Don't be concerned about the outward beauty of fancy hairstyles, expensive jewelry,
or beautiful clothes. You should clothe yourselves instead with the beauty that
comes from within, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is so
precious to God.  This is how the holy women of old made themselves beautiful. They
put their trust in God and accepted the authority of their husbands. For instance,
Sarah obeyed her husband, Abraham, and called him her master. You are her
daughters when you do what is right without fear of what your husbands might do." 

1 Peter: 3



 I give all honor, glory, and praise to Jesus because I

stood on Him and His promises for my marriage. 

And I am thankful that I was able to see a complete
resurrection and restoration within my own life. God
reminded me to keep gathering my stones from my
faith library and build that altar to tell my story of how
faithful and powerful, and awesome our God truly is. I
am including a few pictures of my husband and
myself. I am also including a picture of the sweatshirt
that I made. It was a daily reminder to keep fighting
and keep standing for my marriage!

Bren Vinesett40

The words (love never fails) kept
repeating. I kept re-reading 1 Corinthians
13 concerning what true love really was.
And when the torture would hit its peak,
and I wanted to give up, God threw my
white flag right back in my face and
reminded me, "you are not surrendering.
You are going to fight for your husband,
and you are going to fight for your family.
And at the end of this, You will give me
glory." 

Little by little, God was working on my
husband. And even though I couldn't see
the changes, they were happening. It was
like a seed being thrust down into the
earth into complete darkness. Confused,
afraid, and alone. And yet, from the human
eye, you don't see anything taking place
on the surface. But in that darkness, this
little seed is breaking open to grow roots
into the earth to anchor it. To nourish it.
And then, one day, it breaks through the
surface. You begin to understand it wasn't
a punishment period. It was a preparation
journey. 

As Christmas approached, he agreed to a
few dinners. He accepted an invitation to
my company's Christmas party. And then
miraculously, he agreed to move back
home. My excitement was short-lived.
When he returned, he was still the same
individual. He said that I would not control
his life and that he would still do things
that he wanted to do. That he would spend
his money on what he wanted to spend it
on. He was adamant about not saying I
love you and did not want to be close to
me. 

My husband was home, and I was still
living in torment. The hope of the lost
person running home with arms wide open
with tears streaming down his face, it was
only hope. My husband was home, and I
started questioning myself of why I ever
prayed for him to come back. God was
working, but my husband needed to let go
and let God. 

I survived to tell the story… almost 10 months from the day
that we moved out of our home together and completely
separated into two different residences. We have put God at
the center of our lives, and I truly believe that we love each
other more today than we did the day we were married. 

I give God All honor, glory, and praise for bringing my
husband home. In the midst of the darkness, when so many
believers were telling me to quit. When I was encouraged to
walk away from the abandonment and the "abuse."  I listened
to God. I am so thankful that I could hear the Lord's voice over
the noise of all the other accusations. I fought for my
husband's heart and soul in prayer every single day. I loved
him unconditionally and gave him grace and mercy just as
God had given me. I forgave him every day for his words and
actions so that bitterness would not take root. 

I have learned that unconditional love is best served when a
person is at their most unlovable. I look back now and think
what a blessing it was to make dinner for someone who said
they did not love you. How wonderful to keep preparing your
heart and life and home for someone who swore they would
never return. That is where God wants our faith. God wants us
to be like Noah! Build that ark even though you know nothing
about the rain. Even when people call you crazy. You must
keep on standing and keep on fighting. Jesus will be your
rock through that entire standing duration. Matthew 7:24-27

When David gathered his five stones, he didn't bring five
stones to fight Goliath. He brought one for Goliath and one
for each of his four brothers. The Bible tells us that if we don't
praise God, the stones will cry out. (Luke 19:40) In Joshua
4:4… Joshua tells the men to grab the stones and bring them
as a remembrance. "We will use these stones to build a
memorial. In the future your children will ask you, "What
do these stones mean?" Then you can tell them, "They
remind us that the Jordan River stopped flowing when the
Ark of the Lord's Covenant went across." These stones will
stand as a memorial among the people of Israel forever."

When I asked him why he came back and why he decided to love me
again, he said, "something told me to come back home." Well, we all

know that it wasn't "something" it was the Lord! 

And then February arrived. I think I finally
understood the saying, "in like a lion out like a
lamb. "And all of the sudden it was like Jesus

entered his life again. His eyes were the bluest I've
ever seen them. His smile returned to his face. The

heaviness within the walls had dissipated. My
husband was finally back, and not just physically.

But mentally, emotionally, and spiritually. 
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Prayer
Acts 26:18 - To open their eyes, and to turn them

from darkness to light, and from the power of
satan unto God, that they may receive

forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them
which are sanctified by faith that is in me.

 

1 Timothy 2:1-6 I exhort therefore, that, first of
all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and

giving of thanks, be made for all men;3 For this is
good and acceptable in the sight of God our

Saviour; 4 Who will have all men to be saved,
and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.5

For there is one God, and one mediator between
God and men, the man Christ Jesus;6 Who gave
himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due

time.
 

2 Peter 3:9 - The Lord is not slack concerning his
promise, as some men count slackness; but is
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any

should perish, but that all should come to
repentance.

 

Luke 19:10 - For the Son of man is come to seek
and to save that which was lost.

 

1 Timothy 2:4 - Who will have all men to be
saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the

truth.
 

2 Timothy 2:26 - And that they may recover
themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are

taken captive by him at his will.
 

Ezekiel 36:26 - A new heart also will I give you,
and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will
take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I

will give you a heart of flesh.
 

Lord, I come as Your child, realizing I am unworthy except

for the blood of Jesus that was shed for me and covers me. 

Lord, I come asking for a miracle, for my spouse. I'm asking

You to do what only You can do, turn them from darkness to

light, from the power of satan to the power of God. Father, I

ask You to give my spouse the strength they need to

overcome evil. Help them by the power of Your Holy Spirit

to flee the evil desire of youth and pursue the righteousness

of God. Give my spouse the wisdom they need to put aside

the things of this world and renew their mind in You. I pray

that they would not conform to this world but be

transformed by the renewing of their mind that they may be

able to discern what is Your good, pleasing and perfect will.

 Father, I ask you to put a desire in their heart for your

kingdom and Your purpose for their lives. Convince them of

Your love Lord, how deep and wide and high You love them. 

 

Draw them, Father, straight to the heart of Jesus.

 Lord give me Your love for my lost beloved. Help me to be

patient and kind. Lord, I believe Your Word and that all this

will work for our good and Your glory. Encourage me Father

on the days my steps are heavy and I don't know if I can

walk one more step, give me the strength I need to walk a

little further. Hide me Lord when the enemy comes to

spread his lies under the shelter of Your wings. You are my

strong tower, my fortress. You are the banner over me.

Thank you Jesus that you have not left me alone in this, that

with every step I take you are right there. Thank you for

guiding me. Lord thank you for not leaving me stuck in the

muck and mire of my own sin. I believe just as You are

changing me You will do the same for my spouse. Jesus, I

love You and lift Your Holy name on high. I give You all

praise Lord for You are worthy. All praise and glory and

honor to the King of kings.

In the name of Jesus amen.

By, Brandi Roark
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WHY ARE YOU CRYING?
 “Early on Sunday morning, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and found that

the stone had been rolled away from the entrance. She ran and found Simon Peter and the other
disciple, the one whom Jesus loved. She said, ‘They have taken the Lord’s body out of the tomb, and

we don’t know where they have put Him!’”John 20:1-2 “She turned to leave and saw someone
standing there. It was Jesus, but she didn’t recognize Him. ‘Dear woman, why are you crying?’ Jesus
asked her. ‘Who are you looking for?’ She thought He was the gardener. ‘Sir,’ she said, ‘if you have
taken Him away, tell me where you have put Him, and I will go get Him.’ ‘Mary!’ Jesus said. She

turned to Him and cried out, ‘Rabboni!’ John 20:14-16

TONY HAVARD
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MARY REPRESENTS YOU AND 
MARY REPRESENTS THE ONE YOU LOVE

IT IS FINISHED

Though there is a specific story about every
disciple that followed Jesus, Mary’s story is
representative of such love that others arguably
pale in comparison. Mary was an outcast. When
Jesus found her, she was broken and tormented by
anxiety, depression, darkness, guilt, unworthiness,
and shame. Her past was ridden with hurt, and
some scholars suggest a childhood of sexual abuse.
Though each disciple had their own unique vice
that Jesus delivered them from, Mary appeared to
have the darkest and troubling one. There is no
question that when Jesus found her, called her
name for the first time, and set her free, she may
have felt more love for Christ than all of the others
combined. 

Why is this so significant? Why is understanding
Mary so important? Mary represents you and
Mary represents the one you love.

Take a moment and look at this story not from the
eyes of God, but from the eyes of Mary. For you,
there was a front-row seat to the witnessing, in
horror, of the death of a relationship with someone
you so deeply love. The evil of the unseen world
ripped them from your control. 

t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o o k  i t s  l a s t  b r e a t h  a n d
 t h e r e  w a s  n o t h i n g  y o u  c o u l d  d o .   

The memories of the good overshadowed the bad and you
prayed to have one more chance. You did not understand how
a God of love could take this marriage and literally nail it to a
cross, turn his head, and watch it die! Bitterness, hate, hurt,
rage, sadness, guilt, and so many other emotions
overwhelmed you when the words “it is finished” seemed to
echo into reality.  Helplessness defined the hours of the most
intense agony you’ve ever known. Why did it have to come to
this? Why did God allow such unrelenting pain into your life? 

For many in our society, it is a holiday that
represents the newness of Spring. Easter. The
ending of cold and gloomy wintery months; the
gateway to blooming flowers, green grass, budding
leaves, and fresh fragrant rains. For others, this is a
time of gathering with the family. It’s a Sunday
morning celebration at church with shades of pastel
purple, green, blue, and yellow proudly displayed in
the new Easter outfits. Visits with relatives follow
the annual ritual, giving way to children hunting
eggs, everyone filling their bellies with their favorite
foods, hearts with laughter, and all sorts of baskets
and candy are given to help celebrate. There are a
number of scenarios on display to honor the day
and so many of  them are festive and bring
happiness, but what will this painting look like for
you? Maybe this year it doesn’t feel so festive and
happy. Maybe you feel the joy of this holiday has
been violently ripped from your grasp. The sun
hides behind cloudy skies because the life and love
of your life that you once envisioned is uncertain
now. That person you love is far away, and though
you cling to hope, you are not sure where they are
or if they will be back. Maybe, just maybe, you feel
as Mary Magdalene did on that first Easter Sunday.
We will get to that feeling shortly.

WHETHER YOU CONTRIBUTED COMPLETELY ,  PARTIALLY ,  OR NOT AT ALL ,  
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 In a place that you can not see, a war is being fought.
A war against the powers of hell. A war for victory. A
war for complete and utter change. A war for the
miraculous. A war for restoration between God and
man. Although you cannot see it, they (your loved
one) are fighting for it. You are also fighting for it.
However, Jesus has already fought and won that war.
Both you and your loved one must come into
alignment with that victory though you may be in
separate places. The enemy desires to continue to
confuse everyone with distraction. It is in the waiting
where growth takes place. It is in the waiting that you
become your strongest!

 “But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their
strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles;

they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall
walk, and not faint” Isaiah 40:31 

For some, the waiting is longer than others. During the
waiting, God needs to heal some of more issues and
hurt than others. In the waiting, Jesus needs to show
some the love they have never felt for them to truly
understand his purpose. In the waiting, transformation
is taking place. In the waiting, newness is being
created. In the waiting, unconditional love is finally
being recognized. In the waiting, men are learning to
become a Boaz and women are learning to become a
Ruth! In the waiting, the Glory of God is being
revealed, hearts are being changed, and sons and
daughters are finally putting The Father first in their
life!

I t ' s  i n  t h e  Wa i t i n g  M i r a c l e s  a r e  R e v e a l e d .I t ' s  i n  t h e  Wa i t i n g  M i r a c l e s  a r e  R e v e a l e d .I t ' s  i n  t h e  Wa i t i n g  M i r a c l e s  a r e  R e v e a l e d .    

The experience of The Cross had to take place so the
absoluteness of the Resurrection could be recognized.
Mary watched, helplessly and excruciatingly, as her
relationship with Jesus perished, and much like you, in
denial and hoped it was all a bad dream.

 It was the season that transpired next that would bring
about the greatest understanding. It was in the waiting.
Although the Bible does not go into detail concerning
many of the thoughts or actions related to the mental and
spiritual behaviors of Mary and the other disciples, one
behavior we know is that they waited. Though they did
not recognize waiting was for a miracle, one was taking
place just the same. Human understanding of death
causes us to believe, under normal circumstances, that
“something” is over. Nowhere do we read where they
gathered and prayed for a resurrection. Nowhere have
theologists written that Mary and the others secretly held
a prayer meeting for a miracle. They had simply let go.
No doubt it was confusing. 

But, during this confusion, there was an unforeseen
war taking place. A war against the powers of hell. A
war for victory. A war for complete and utter change.

A war for the miraculous. A war for restoration
between God and man.

 Mary likely reminisced of all the wrong she had done in
her life. No doubt she prayed for answers and God began
to make her spirit stronger. She walked the avenues of
her mind and where Jesus had taken her, listening to the
Spirit bring to her remembrance what she had learned.
She now saw what love truly looked like. She somehow
found the strength to forgive because Christ had shown
her. The teachings of “love your neighbor as yourself”
and “blessed are they that mourn for they shall be
comforted” echoed in her memory. 

A WAR FOR RESTORATION BETWEEN
 GOD AND MAN .

EMBRACE THE WAIT ING

 In my personal experience, the waiting has required so many things of
me. I have been confused and attempted to control situations. God
proved to me that it was out of my control. I have felt hurt and decided
that I couldn’t deal with it anymore; He came to me, loved me, held me,
and talked to me in a way that gave me so sweetly. I tried to walk away
because the burden felt too great. God hedged my ways completely and
made me stand still. I kicked and stomped like a two-year-old throwing a
tantrum. He waited for me to finish, comforted me, and showed me how I
was wrong. I have opened my lips when I should not have, and The Holy
Spirit caused me to apologize. I brought Him my doubts and He gave me
his promises. I nearly lost everything financially, and He touched them and
blessed me beyond measure. I lost my job because of crisis, and His favor
was placed on me, and I received a new one that sat me before vice
presidents and chief executive officers. 44



But blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD,

whose confidence is in Him. He is like a tree

planted by the waters that sends out its roots

toward the stream. It does not fear when the

heat comes, and its leaves are always green. It

does not worry in a year of drought, nor does it

cease to produce fruit. Jeremiah 17:7-8

I have been broken, ashamed, felt guilt, and
felt unloved. My God has given me life, called
me His child, shown me love, and is teaching
me each day to love unconditionally. I am not
perfect, but each day He is perfecting me!

Mary went to the tomb that Sunday while mourning her personal loss and
found the stone rolled away and the body of Jesus gone. Panic! Fear! Hurt!
They all came rushing back. 

You’ve been there many times over and over. Circumstances beyond your
control send those emotions rushing in like the tidal surge of a hurricane. As
she paused, crying, but again she was waiting. Someone spoke. 

Can you hear Him asking you, "why you are crying?"

Do you hear Him asking you, "who are looking for?"

 On the other side of your mountain, there is someone you love dearly. That
someone is walking a similar yet different path. They are confused. They have
fear. They have hurt. There is also Jesus speaking and asking the same
questions. “Why are you crying?” “Who are you looking for?” When Jesus
called her name “Mary!”, she knew Who it was speaking!

 Resurrection is revealed in the waiting. Salvation is revealed in the waiting.
Restoration is revealed in the waiting. Pray during the waiting for Jesus to call
your name. Pray during the waiting for Jesus to call their name. There will be
no question of Who it is calling. He is also in the waiting!

Tony Havard

“My sheep hear
My voice, and I
know them, and
they follow Me.
And I give them
eternal life,
and they shall
never perish;
neither shall
anyone snatch
them out of My
hand” John
10:27-28 (NKJV).
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We put a number on Standing. We tell our story and we say
how many days, weeks, months or years we've stood for.

IT'S A DATE I KNOW

The day itself is vivid in my memories. I can
recall every moment of that day as though it
were yesterday. So I can tell you the
moment standing became real to me. But
standing was something God had been
trying to tell me to do from the beginning of
our marriage. Standing for His truth, His
love, His patience, His covenant, His
salvation.  

Over the years of our marriage instead of
standing, with each offense, with each hurt,
with each wrong done to me, with every
hard situation I allowed bitterness, anger,
pride, and self-righteousness to take root in
my heart. I stood on my truth, not His. Even
though He beckoned me to stand on Him I
thought my way was the better way. My
way I controlled, my way brought the
vengeance I felt was owed to me. My way
was clothed in self-righteousness. 

Aside from birthdays or anniversary dates, I'm terrible with dates. I do not know the date of our first date,
kiss, or when he asked me to marry him. But the date he moved out of our home is etched in my brain, it's a
date I know. 

I was right because God hated the wrong
that was committed against me. Never
giving thought to all the hidden things in
my heart. I had many side with me, telling
me I was justified because they could not
see the ugly hidden in my heart. 

God could though. And He patiently waited
and allowed me to have my way until my
way completely failed me. My way was
built on sand and the rains, floods and wind
finally destroyed it and the house I built fell
with a mighty fall. Every bit of everything
came crashing down around me on August
2, 2015, in the late afternoon. 

I watched it crumble in one big crash as my
husband gathered some things and walked
away. He crossed our driveway shoulders
slumped and tears on his face. Even the
pleasure(sin) of what he knew waited for
him didn't take away the pain from the
decision to leave his family. I cannot tell
you what went through his mind that day
or if he thought he would actually be gone
this long. I can tell you I felt relief. I
breathed for the first time in months. Our
marriage and home was miserable, hurtful,
and exhausting. 

After he drove away I sat down in my
bedroom and heard the whisper of God. A
whisper that brought hope, peace, and
even excitement. He wouldn't come home
the same man. 

FINALLY! God saw things my way and was
going to get ahold of that man that had
continued to hurt me so bad. 
FINALLY! He was going to change and
make him submit.

Oh I read a whole lot into that whisper God
gave me. And I went on in the days and
weeks to come to let God know just how
He could change him. I thought a good
three weeks away from me and God would
show my husband how important I was and

Brandi Roark
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He never condemned me. It was His love that
changed me. His comfort, His peace, His truth.

This date too I remember December 24, 2017.
This is the date I FINALLY came to the end of
myself to my senses. I started a journey with my
Heavenly Father that I am so thankful for, so
amazed by, and so desperate for. 

This walk has not been easy by any stretch of
the imagination. Not my Christian walk or my
stand for marriage. I have clawed and crawled
my way through pitch-black darkness at times, I
have emptied myself out facedown before my
Lord, I have screamed at heaven because of the
amount of time. I have told God no more and
threatened to walk away. I have angrily shook
my fist at Him and told Him He isn't doing
anything or listening to me. I have accused Him
of allowing my husband to continue to get away
with hurting me. I have put God and my spouse
on the same team as though they are doing all
this together to hurt me. 

I have had long seasons of drought where I have
begged my Lord to speak to me. And seasons
where because He seems so far away I decided
not to talk to Him. Some of this is not pretty or
pleasant. And at moments I have often thought
is it worth it? If I'm truthful I've answered no to
that question a couple or more times. 

It's being real with Him. It's telling Him "No, in
this moment it's not worth it and if He wants me
to feel differently He will need to change me." It's
allowing Him complete access to my heart. Not
holding back the anger, hate, or disappointment.
Not even when that is aimed at Him. He gets
everything even if everything feels wrong. Here
shame will rear its ugly head and tell me I have no
right to stand before the Holy God. I have no
right to expect Him to welcome me when I am
such an ugly, hate-filled woman. 

In this place, I have to fight the shame and
remember the word of God. Jesus tore the veil
that separated us and said that I can come boldly
and confidently to the throne of God to receive
MERCY and GRACE to help me in my time of
need. If I don't go to Him with all of it where will
my help come from in this time of need? 

He welcomes me. He says come ALL who are
weary, cast your care upon Him because He
cares for you. HE puts me back in line with His
will. Not me, not my truth, not my way. But I
have to come to Him with every bit of it. All of
the ugly, the sad, the hurtful leaving nothing
back from Him. 

He is I AM. Everything I need. And He can
handle all I hand Him. I do not walk this well with
me in charge but with Him, I can do all things.

 His Word is vitally important to have hidden in
our hearts. His Word is the truth that guides us
back to His throne room, His Word reminds us
there is NO condemnation to those who are in
Christ Jesus. His Word is the lamp we need to
walk this road. Read it, memorize it, write it,
speak it out loud, let the Word of God grow roots
deep in your heart for it will be a strong
foundation to build on so that when the winds,
rain, and floods come the house will not fall.  

What puts me back in line with God's will? 

Praying for us, Brandi

he needed to do all the things I wanted. The
truth is the things I wanted were not bad things.
Even in all that pride, I did want my husband to
turn to God not for his benefit but for my own.
For my peace, my joy, my happiness. I felt with
all I had endured this was owed to me. 
Three weeks turned into months that turned
into years. And that man certainly did not
change. As a matter of fact, he got much
worse. And things I never dreamed would
happen happened. 
And what did I do? I got angrier and angrier
with my husband and my God. They both lied
to me! I spent the first two years of this raging
against both of them. Until MY rage got my
attention. I was disgusted and ashamed of the
woman I had become. I was losing my mind
and lived like a wounded beast ready to attack
anyone who tread close to me. Looking in the
mirror both physically and spiritually shocked
me to my core.
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 Matt 7:

24“Therefore

everyone who

hears these

words of Mine

and acts on

them, may be

compared to a

wise man who

built his house

on the rock.

25“And the

rain fell, and

the floods came,

and the winds

blew and

slammed

against that

house; and yet

it did not fall,

for it had been

founded on the

rock.

26“Everyone

who hears these

words of Mine

and does not

act on them,

will be like a

foolish man

who built his

house on the

sand. 27“The

rain fell, and

the floods came,

and the winds

blew and

slammed

against that

house; and it

fell—and great

was its fall.”

FINALLY! God had my attention. FINALLY! I confessed and
 repented for ME. FINALLY! He made ME into a new creation. 



"You will NEVER

"You will NEVER

"You will NEVER

   be able to trust them

be able to trust them

be able to trust them
again."
again."
again."

"A leopard
CAN'T change 

its  spots"

"People"People"People    

NEVERNEVERNEVER

   change!"change!"change!"

THE WORLD’S VIEW OF ADULTERY

"Once a cheater"Once a cheater"Once a cheater

ALWAYS aALWAYS aALWAYS a

cheater!"cheater!"cheater!"

"The Word says you

have grounds for

divorce because he

cheated."



In circles where I have heard it used, it seems
very common among women when referring to
the distasteful ways of men and their lack of
loyalty in relationships. There is clear evidence
that men do cheat, but an article at fatherly.com
shares that women are cheating more now than
they did in the past. It’s not hard to see that
both men and women are casting aside marital
boundaries for what they perceive as something
better.

 
But why do men and women cheat in the first
place? Common answers are loneliness, feeling
neglected or treated unfairly by their spouse, or
believing that the other person they are now
fond of is the answer to fulfilling a sense of
brokenness within their heart. It seems that the
answers that are shared all lead back to an idea
that a need within each person is not being
fulfilled, but how many of those who stray
actually know what that need that is missing is?
Is it really loneliness, isolation, feeling unworthy
in a relationship based on how they are treated
by their significant other? We are made with a
desire for deep intimacy, and marriage can fulfill
that, but what if the deepest longing for
intimacy within a person isn’t fulfilled because
something is missing with Almighty God, not
just their spouse?

That phrase, “Once a cheater, always a cheater” has been
thrown around for a long time.  

How can we possibly answer the question on the world’s
perspective of adultery? For the most part, if you ask
someone face-to-face if engaging in intimate
relationships outside of marriage is appropriate, the
consensus would probably be, “No, it’s not ok.” These
same people might even take it a step further and roll
into some examples of people they know or have heard
about, that are engaging in adulterous relationships right
now. They might even share their opinion on the matter,
expressing judgment on those who are astray and
chastising them for having the nerve to engage in such
filth and causing such pain to the one that remains loyal
to them at home. The irony is, a fair amount of these
same people casting judgment would also find
themselves binge watching movies or seasonal series of
shows on a streaming network later that same day, where
adulterous relationships are commonplace. It’s odd how
in “real life” it’s not ok, but on a digital screen, we give
ourselves permission to watch and enjoy these types of
examples in an area we classify as “entertainment.” In
real life, we see this in other areas as well – from locker
room talk, women reading romance novels, casually
looking at the opposite sex with lustful eyes. 

Jesus declares, “You have heard that it was said, ‘You
shall not commit adultery.’ But I say to you that

everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has
already committed adultery with her in his heart.”

(Matt. 5:27-28ESV) 

 Is this you? If so, you seem to be on the fence on the
issue. So is it not ok, or is adultery entertaining? Just
something to think about the next time you turn on
your television.

One of the most popular shows of all time, Friends, was
playing on my television recently as I walked into the
room. It was the episode where Ross and Rachel were
rekindling their romance after a painful, confusing
breakup, when Ross proclaimed his innocence by stating
“We were on a break!” The reconciliation between them
was short lived as the conversation turned to his
“cheating” ways and Rachel explained that her mom had
thrown in the famous phrase, “Once a cheater, always a
cheater” as Rachel had wondered if things could ever get
repaired. 

by Solomon Marks 
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I’m more curious if there is documented research
out there of how many adulterers whose infidelity
destroyed their marriages, now would show more
loyalty in these relationships after experiencing the
consequences and downfall of an adulterous
relationship? Many men and women have reported
downplaying the potential emotional
consequences within them when deciding to cheat
or not, and have reported extreme cases of
suffering inside, chronic emotional pain from guilt
and shame that they weren’t expecting to have
when they decided to cheat on their spouse. 

Based on testimonies alone, there is a strong
indication that the phrase “once a cheater, always a
cheater” is a lie. It is an identity label that is unfair to
place on anyone, and in many cases, can outcast a
person in society and lead them to a broken,
unsatisfying life. While cheating is not right, and
definitely goes outside of the boundaries God
created in marriage, a false identity for a mistake
someone made is not part of God’s plan for anyone. 

A person's decision to be unfaithful doesn't have to be the
final chapter in their lives that forever changes their identity,
value, and steals their kingdom purpose.

There are many reported cases of couples
that were broken up because of adultery but
have reconciled their relationships.

 Some have reconciled and the unfaithful
partner has gone astray again, but there are
many cases of couples reconciling and having
a renewed marriage to the point where their
testimony includes a renewed relationship that
is better than it ever was before. The one that
was unfaithful has remained faithfully
committed to their spouse since they got back
together.  Testimonies have shown that a
common factor in the right kind of
reconciliation is getting right with God.

Many who have experienced the emotional
pain and suffering after cheating have found
renewed hope when realizing that God loves
them unconditionally and is willing to fully
forgive them for what they have done. Not only
this but surrendering their lives to the Lord has
opened doors for a reconciliation with their
spouse that has been more rewarding and
satisfying than any relationship they have ever
pursued. Having God at the center of their
lives, and that of their spouse, is crucial to a
reconciliation that the world believes cannot
nor should not happen.

Adultery is a sin and definitely has deep, painful
consequences. Maybe this is why God commands
us not to do it; not because He is a dictator that just
wants to “stop us from having fun.” God does not
see this sin as any worse than other sins. Sin is sin,
and all sin has separated us from God. But God the
Father loves each and every one of us that He sent
His son to take our place on the cross that we
deserve, so we can be forgiven, including adultery.

With God, an adulterer can have a new

beginning, with a beautiful testimony

of reconciliation to the one that was

given to them all along.

The next time you hear of someone committing adultery,
will you label them a cheater for life? I challenge you to join
me in praying for anyone who has crossed the lines in
marriage, praying for their souls, and praying that the
chapter in their lives that includes adultery ends, and a new
chapter of redemption and reconciliation begins soon.

~Solomon

Redemption
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Redemption: a release effected by payment of ransom 

literally, "buying back from, re-purchasing (winning

back) what was previously forfeited (lost)."

United by Christ-Ephesians 2

11 Don't forget that you are Gentiles. In fact, you used to be called “uncircumcised” by those who

take pride in being circumcised. 12 At that time you did not know about Christ. You were

foreigners to the people of Israel, and you had no part in the promises God had made to them. You

were living in this world without hope and without God, 13 and you were far from God. But

Christ offered His life's blood as a sacrifice and brought you near God.

 16 On the cross Christ did away with our hatred for each other. He also made peace+ between

us and God by uniting Jews and Gentiles in one body. 17 Christ came and preached peace to you

Gentiles, who were far from God, and peace to us Jews, who were near God. 

In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our

trespasses, according to the riches of His grace Ephesians 1:7

O Israel, put your hope in the LORD, for with the LORD is loving devotion, and

with Him is redemption in abundance.  Psalm 130:7

Redemption

It is because of Him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom

from God: our righteousness, holiness, and redemption. 1 Corinthians 1:30

When I read these scriptures on redemption, it's clear that Jesus bought back the lost

with His life. For those that say that certain sins are beyond the cross, that certain sins

are unchangeable, means that people are not looking at what Christ is capable of doing,

but how people are capable of hurting other people. 

I don't believe it's a lack of confidence in what Jesus can do, I think people are living in

fear and don't want to trust because the cost is high. What if they believe and the person

commits adultery again? Their pride won't let them take the risk. Fear doesn't want

them to be vulnerable, and the offense doesn't want to give them a second chance. When

we take what they have done personally, it can also limit our compassion and mercy to

where we may not even want them forgiven by God because we are not willing to

forgive.

Most often it's pain, mistrust, pride, and hurt that makes the judgment against someone

being redeemable, it's not Jesus. He died and paid the price for ALL!  ~Sheila
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I used to count down the hours

until it was time for bed. Even

though I didn't sleep well, when I

did sleep, it was the only break I

would get from the guilt and

shame, the anxiety, the pain. But

often, I would lay there for a long

time before I could fall asleep. I

used to have these visions of what

my life was going to be like from

now on, and in the future. This

one vision always came up. I was

in my 50's or 60's, laying in a

hospital bed chronically sick, and

no one would come to see me.  

I would lay there looking out the

hospital room window, pondering

in my sadness why I was such a

fool for having the affair, realizing

that no one loved me or would

want to be around such a

wretched filthy soul who was such

filth and scum for committing

adultery. I truly envisioned being

the poster child for ultimate,

worldwide judgment; my life filled

with loneliness, sadness, all over

one stupid act that cost me

everything...and I deserved it. 

 I would weep in sorrow, so deeply

sorry to that very day, yet it didn't

matter to anyone. You would have

thought I was a leper in biblical

times, and my disease of filth that

resonated every inch of my body

was seen and known to all

mankind. I had no hope in my

mind and heart. I was destined for

a life of constant judgment, and

my  chronic illness, at still a

relatively young age (50's and 60's)

was that of such a broken heart

that it was consuming my entire

body, all of my organs, especially

my heart. I should be thankful

that the hospital even took me in,

as each caregiver there knew who

that wretched filth of a man was. 

The heaviest blanket of guilt

and judgment was now

thrown upon me, with no way

out. Satan was convincing me

that I was worth nothing now,

not even a visit from someone,

not a phone call, not a card

encouraging me to get better,

not the slightest smile from

someone walking by my room.

The only visitor would be the

tempter turned condemner,

pouncing on my every second

like a lion that was executing

his deepest desires to steal, kill,

and destroy. 

The chains the enemy had

wrapped around me were

heavy and firm....thick...the kind

a metal saw blade on high

power could never seem to cut

through. The largest padlock of

all time was holding the chains

of judgment together and had

been pressed to lock by Satan,

and he had thrown the key

away. 

The only thing that gave me

any slight bit of relief was

agreeing with the enemy, as if

somehow if I had accepted my

life sentence of condemnation,

then somehow it would ease

the pain that came from

fighting something that may

have a glimmer of hope; but

that in reality wasn't really

there.

 It's like when you have dreams

in life, but obstacles get in the

way to the point where it's

easier to kill the dreams and

accept you can't have them, so

the painful struggle inside will

stop. What a pathetic life to

live... on death row in the

prison of condemnation. 

My death
sentence was
written the

moment I gave
in to the
temptation

before me, and
the enemy was
tattooing my
new identity

across my face,
across my heart,
across my soul.

This vision I had regularly.... The

enemy was laying it on incredibly

thick. The father of lies who had

brought a power of deception before

me, who put his arm around me and

whispered sweet lies of deception

into my mind, the one that

convinced me to jump into an act

that I foolishly thought would be the

answer to my fears and uncertainties,

the one who painted a beautiful

picture that the harlot was the

answer that I had been searching

for.... was now first in line to accuse

me before our Almighty God of being

the filth that I had become. 

 For anyone who can resonate with this perspective, anyone that lives in
constant pain and torment from the guilt and shame of regret of falling into
a trap of adultery...... When Satan threw the key away from the padlock on
the chains that were supposed to hold you in death and shame forever.... 

by Solomon Marks 
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FOR THOSE WHO WERE UNFAITHFUL, who are wearing the heavy chains of
condemnation, the sentence that you believe is in place for life is a lie. 

God has redemption for you in that He sent His son to die on a cross for you, a
cross you rightfully deserve to die on as a sinner, as does every soul that has not
committed adultery as well. Even in your act of infidelity, even as you blatantly
broke one of the ten commandments not to cheat on your spouse, your Heavenly
Father's love for you has never wavered, and He sent His son to die in your place
because God says you are worth it! 

Jesus fits the lock perfectly.  And if you let Him insert Himself as the key to unlock what is holding you in a
constant state of punishment....your Heavenly Father will lovingly remove every ounce of chain holding
you down in captivity, all out of real love for you, and set you free.  God wants to set you free, even if you
don't believe it.  Those that are the guilty party in committing adultery, and those that are Standers
waiting for their spouses who have hurt and cut them deeply with their acts of infidelity - realize that not
every person is at the same place.  

STANDERS, Not every unfaithful spouse has woken up from the blindness of deception,
but many have. And those that haven't their awakening is coming. And when it comes,
the enemy is jumping on them, pulverizing them into submission of the most extreme
shame and guilt a single soul can ever experience. 

IN YOUR WAITING, in your prayers, remember that their deliverance from the blindness
that lead them astray guides them into a dark place that labels them by the enemy
as guilty, condemned, worthless, pathetic, not worthy of anything in life, deserving of
extreme loneliness and shame for life. Pray for your own heart to remember that the
battle you see with them is a spiritual battle, not a battle with the one that has hurt
you. 

UNDERSTAND that no contact with you probably comes from a place of unworthiness,
and in reality, they would give anything to ask you to forgive them of what they don't
think they deserve and would most likely give anything to rewind time and change
what they did, and to return to you with more love for you than they have ever shared
with you. 

 "If we confess our
sins, He is FAITHFUL
AND JUST AND WILL
FORGIVE OUR SINS

AND PURIFY US from
all unrighteousness." 

- 1 John 1:9. 

There is God's promise to you.  There is God's promise to your spouse. 
 It doesn't say, "He is faithful and just and will forgive our sins and
purify us from all unrighteousness, so long as you have not committed
adultery."  God's promise is to forgive you, with open arms, and He
purifies us from it all.  You just have to surrender it all to Him.  Your life,
your heart, your sins.  Confess.  Accept this new love that may be
foreign to you, to your spouse.  Believe it in your mind and heart
because it's TRUE.  The chains will fall, and you will be lovingly set free
by the only one that can truly set you free.  Amen.

It turns out, God has the real key. 
And the key that unlocks the padlock is Jesus. 

~Solomon

Solomon
     Marks 

22 years ago I made the mistake that changed the course of my life, and lead me down a path of a
significant loss in my personal life.  I was deceived during a difficult, challenging, and confusing time in my
life that resulted in my choice of stepping outside the boundaries of marriage and entering the world of
adultery.  As a result, I lived in a constant state of regret, anxiety, and depression, all the result of
condemnation that came from extreme guilt and shame.  The deep-rooted belief system I was raised in
forced me to close the doors of opportunity to reconcile with my wife. As a result, I  experienced extreme
loss, a severely broken heart, and 22 years of psychological and emotional chains that confined me into a
state of pain and suffering at the hands of the enemy, with virtually no window of hope that God could ever
forgive a wretched soul like me.   Until He showed me He wanted me all along.



For some, deep regrets of the past have etched out a
path in your life today. Your day-to-day journey is filled
with reminders of a loss that occurred because of who
you were or a choice you made. And because of that,
today....you have a loss that you may not get back. 

The reason regret is harder to overcome than
unforgiveness, shame, guilt, and condemnation and will
remain long after those things have been worked out of
your heart, is because regret doesn't need a lie to hold
onto. 

Regrets are attached to truth. 

You can unpack a lie, discover where it deceived you, and
uncover the truth. But not with regrets.  With regrets, all
you are faced with is the truth about what you have lost.
The bigger the loss, the more regret. The more time that
goes by, the more loss before something is restored,
and more and more loss can be piled on. 

With each new day comes more reminders of the loss
and for some, it's these reminders that put them in
bondage to their past and stole the joy that they were
promised today. 

If you have worked out of your heart any shame, guilt,
condemnation, accepted forgiveness, forgiven yourself,
then the last thing to tackle is regret. And it's done with a
pressing forward as you come to accept the loss of
another day or event without them.

To overcome loss, you must have hope in the will and
plans God has for you. 

For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans
to prosper you and not to harm you, to give you a future and

a hope. Jeremiah 29:11

God's plans for you don't include regret and being
tormented over a loss.  He wants us to be content in the
place we are, no matter if that is living with the loss that
comes from a past mistake. He gives us powerful
emotions of peace, content, and joy that we can live in
the moment with. And pursue things of the future with a
HOPE that fuels and brings us momentum towards what
He has planned for us.

We must learn to look forward with enthusiasm to all He
has to teach us, and bless us with. Living by what Paul
shares here!

"but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind
and reaching forward to those things which are ahead.

Philippians 3:12 
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Sheila,
I made a huge mistake, I have received
forgiveness and forgiven myself. I no longer
live in condemnation, but I can't be free from
this sadness  that has become part of my
life. I am constantly plagued with remorse
and reminded of what I have lost.  I fear that
even if our marriage is restored, I will still live
in the deep loss of how much time I missed. 

 have learned in whatever situation I

am to be content Philippians 4:11.

S h e i l a   Standing with you,
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+4%3A11&version=ESV


 

Heavenly Father we thank You for preparing our heart and mind for the sifting

and the testing of our faith. Father teach us how to trust, lean, and depend on You

during the sifting of our health, our marriages, our finances, and our families.

 

 Father may we be reminded that nothing happens without Your knowledge and

Your oversight. So while we may be being sifting, tested, tossed, and turned in this

season. You are here, You continue to have our best interest and plans for our life

in Your righteous right hand. Father may we continue to trust, focus and anchor

our hope in You; realizing that all things are working together for our good. 

 

Father may we remember that although we are being sifted, tested and the trials

just keep coming that You are in control. Satan may appear to be the master of the

sifting but You have only allowed the sifting for our testimony and Your glory to

be revealed. Father during this testing and sifting help us to remain strong. 

In Jesus' name Amen

Prayer      Warrior

For more prayers from Sasha, visit her Facebook Page:
Fiercelyinloveprayerwarriors

Prayers of aFierce Prayer Warriors 
 

 

Fierce
Prayers of a
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" Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded to have you; so he

can sift you like wheat." Luke 22:31

https://www.facebook.com/Fiercelyinloveprayerwarriors-112499110881087
https://www.facebook.com/Fiercelyinloveprayerwarriors-112499110881087
https://www.facebook.com/Fiercelyinloveprayerwarriors-112499110881087


Wisdom  Calls

Proverbs 1:2 Here are
proverbs that will help you
recognize wisdom and good

advice, and understand
sayings with deep meaning.
3They can teach you how to
live intelligently and how to

be honest, just, and fair. 4They
can make an inexperienced

person clever and teach young
people how to be resourceful.
5These proverbs can even add
to the knowledge of the wise

and give guidance to the
educated, 6so that they can

understand the hidden
meanings of proverbs and the
problems that the wise raise.

Provers 1: 20 Listen! Wisdom is
calling out in the streets and

marketplaces, 21calling loudly at
the city gates and wherever people

come together:
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Others simply dismiss the idea that standing for your spouse
and marriage in the reality of divorce as a fool’s errand because
“God gave us free will”. There are support groups in some
churches, but many of them are filled with more of the same
line of thinking…. “biblical grounds for divorce, free-will and
move on to be happy”.

But if you are reading this, you’re likely committed to honoring
your vows before the Lord in marriage to your spouse and are
searching for a biblically-based godly response to divorce.

By Melissa E. Parker

My spouse filed

for divorce, 

now what? 

PROVISION

First, we can absolutely stand for healing
and reconciliation for our marriages, even
after a divorce. We are standing first for
our spouse’s surrender and reconciliation
to the Lord for the whole of their lives.
This includes their wayward choice to
divorce. I am currently divorced and
standing for restoration in our marriage.
Allow me to share what I considered as I
faced this very thing.

The Bible says in Malachi 2:16 (NLT) that
God hates divorce. But let’s look at why.
The rest of that verse says,

Should I sign the papers? If I sign the
papers, am I “agreeing” with the

divorce? Am I sinning if I sign the
papers? Should I ask for anything in

the divorce settlement?

 “To divorce your wife is to overwhelm her with
cruelty,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. “So,

guard your heart; do not be unfaithful to your wife.”

 (It’s important to note that at that time, women
had limited “rights”. She would have been at the
mercy of her husband to provide for her physical
needs, such as food and shelter, and now she
would be without those resources because of his
choice to divorce her.)

 These are tough questions that we can 
have clarity on.

Many of us have experienced, or may face, our spouse
filing for divorce. It is not what we wanted but how do
we navigate it? 

There do not seem to be many godly alternative
resources for spouses that are standing for their
marriages who are facing divorce. Many in the Church
advise divorce in the case of sexual immorality and
adultery. 
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The tongue of the wise uses knowledge rightly,
Proverbs 15:2

Every sensible person acts knowledgeably, proverbs 13:16

For the protection of wisdom is like the protection of

money, and the advantage of knowledge is that wisdom

preserves the life of him who has it. Eccl 7:12



 “If your husband or wife isn't a follower of the Lord
and decides to divorce you, then you should agree to
it. You are no longer bound to that person. After all,

God chose you and wants you to live at peace.
 1 Corinthians 7: 15

 So clearly the Word does not condemn or hold a
believing spouse responsible, nor would it be
considered sinful, to sign divorce papers presented
by a spouse.

 Refusing to sign or delaying/dragging that
process out is not living in peace. It may even be
rooted in manipulation and pride and control. The
Bible has much to say about the motivations of our
own hearts.

We’ve answered the questions as to whether
signing the papers would be “agreeing” with the

divorce, sinning against God or having Him be
displeased with us for doing so. Now let’s talk
about a respectful and God-honoring way to

walk through the unwanted process of divorce.

One of the things I see commonly in women
Standers who are opposed to the divorce their
husband filed, is that they forgo participation
completely. Maybe that is through refusing to sign
the papers. Maybe that is through signing off on
whatever their husband has put in the papers,
without giving thought to how that is going to
impact them and their children financially
speaking. (It isn’t my intention to leave the
Standing husbands out, but I am a woman and can
only speak to the position of a wife. Husbands have
been given their own specific instructions on
providing for their families financially.)

 Proverbs 14:12 (NIV) says “There is a way that
appears to be right, but in the end it leads to

death.” Proverbs 12: 15 (AMP) says, “The way of the
[arrogant] fool [who rejects God’s wisdom] is right
in his own eyes, But a wise and prudent man is he

who listens to counsel.”

So you find yourself with a spouse who has filed
for a divorce, while rejecting God’s wisdom, and
thinks that is the “right way” to go, but the Word
is saying that in the end, it leads to death. If the
spouse was wise, they would listen to counsel. 

Now what?  The real question I faced was who
was going to lead the way through this process?
My story may be a little different from yours, but
the principles are the same.

 In full disclosure, I filed for legal separation from
my husband, which he later converted to a
divorce. He and I were active in business together
and his financial integrity and judgment could no
longer be trusted. His lack of repentance and SO
MUCH prayer led me to file for legal separation
after several years to avoid any potential financial
or legal consequences related to our business.

Am I Sinning if

I Sign?
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Intelligence wins respect, proverbs 13:15

Fear of the LORD is the foundation of true wisdom Psalm 111:10.



READ MORE

READ MORE

I couldn’t allow the darkness my husband was walking
in to take me by the hand and attempt to lead
me….anywhere. It was as if he had a blindfold on and
saw nothing. How could he possibly lead the way in
anything with that crippling distraction? He could not. I
had to rely on the Lord to lead me through it.

Decisions would have to be made about our home, our
business, our assets, and our debts. I was reminded of
the woman in Proverbs 31. A smart, hard-working,
serving, and talented woman who helps to provide for
her family through wisdom, diligence, and honor for the
Lord. The very last verse speaks to her receiving the
reward she is due. 

With that in mind, and through prayer and the
counsel of a Christian attorney, I negotiated a
settlement agreement with my husband to
preserve as much as possible for our future. It was
very important to me to remain respectful and
honoring of my husband throughout the process,
and I did that. 

It’s also important to note that most divorce
attorneys are not accustomed to having a Standing
client. They may not advise you fully, so you need
to do your homework on the laws in your state and
allow the Lord to lead you as you meet with your
attorney and negotiate a settlement offer.
Unfortunately, the reality of divorce, legally
speaking, is  about equitable division of assets,

assumption of debts, and things like that. It is truly
treated like the finalization of a contract. Listen, I
know it means so much more than that, but that is
how it plays out in the legal world.

If you are facing an unwanted divorce, I encourage
you to seek the Lord, trust the Holy Spirit to lead you
through this process, and remember it is possible to
maintain a respectful demeanor that is honoring to
your spouse and the Lord, while also wisely
considering the financial future.

You did not ask for this, but God can lead you
through it with wisdom and grace, and love.

In Luke 15, the son insists on his inheritance ahead of the
expected time. The Father gave it to him yet maintained the

homestead that would later make room for the son’s return!

Melissa 
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let the wise listen and gain instruction, and

the discerning acquire wise counsel

Proverbs 1:5

Whoever loves discipline loves knowledge, Proverbs 1:5



The Plow is 

Coming!
Pastor Dustin Perrin

The original way is such a beautiful picture of how
God's design is usually different than ours and a
reminder of His perspective from on High. This is
the same with all the teachings and parables our
Jesus instructed and spoke of as His heart was so
motivated by the Father's business, wanting
desperately for people to truly understand the
unconditionally loving heart of the Father for their
lives. 

In those times they would scatter the seed all
around the wheat field and THEN come back with
the plow and work all that goodness into the soil as
they await the rain! 

This method of farming we see is tied into the
parables, a very well-known one in fact. Jesus gives
us a picture of a caretaker sowing seed kinda
carelessly by today’s standards. We see the seed
going a little bit everywhere.

 In this encouragement letter, I am using this great
teaching of Jesus to show an illustration of fact for
my point. 

We also understand we “ Reap what we Sow” as a
foundational truth in our theology correct?

 We don’t plant tare seeds if we want wheat to be
our harvest. As a prodigal, I was some seriously
rough untilled soil. But My Jess knew the potential
of that wheat field, she had seen it bloom before
with a harvest and believed with everything in her
that it could do so again. So she took on the role of
the beautiful caretaker and started sowing seed.
Good Seed! It (didn’t matter) guy’s how ridiculous it
looked to today's “proper methods” and
“standards”. Yet all she had was a big bag full of
seeds in her heart that needed to be scattered. She
knew the guy with the plow and she trusted
wholeheartedly the other Guy to bring the rain. 
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Job 4:8, ESV: "As I have seen, those who plow
iniquity and sow trouble reap the same." Psalms
126:5. They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. 

The condition of the soil in the harvest lands during
the planting season was not the main concern of

the caretakers/farmers in biblical times. 

 Her Father, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit became her
closest friends and confidants in her season of standing
those three long years. Because of this very season,
they remain so today. Yes Restored or not. I STILL FAIL
HER, but THEY do not, and never have!

 Thankfully that’s where she now goes each and every
time when life or I myself fall very, very short of what
she deserves as His daughter and princess.

 To this day she would tell you in absolute hindsight
that if all she gained from the season of standing was
Him on those levels it would have been more than
enough. To be absolutely clear guys, I myself, the
family restoration, and all that came with it, were just a
mere benefit to the relationship she developed with the
Trinity during that time. Yes simply because He loves
the desires of our hearts. Nothing else! Again another
word for another time. 



 Oh, how mad I'd get (not with them). I'd accuse her of
brainwashing them and much, much worse. It wasn't at
all brainwashing or manipulation on her part. It was just
them seeing and believing simply because of the life
and faithfulness they saw her displaying in front of
them. 

Kids are designed to be drawn when they perceive true
and unconditional love. The proof is when we see the
children coming to Jesus in the Word right? (He IS
unconditional love itself!)

 That's all it was and all it took for them to support and
stand with their mom. There was no twisting and
selfishly motivated flesh to gain their support for her.
They just saw her truly broken before the throne day in
and day out no matter what that looked like. In the
amazing, good, bad, or the ugly days. Then Jesus
simply covered them with His wings and did what He
does best. He Loved the little children… As He will
yours. 

She kept throwing seed, I kept rejecting it! Not allowing
it to ever enter into the soil of my cold hard heart. But
yet for some reason maybe because my kids brought it
to me at the time was my excuse but I kept all that stuff
she would send and write in a box in my shed. Looking
back I know now that the Lord's seed is never waisted
my friends. 

Long story short, my life spiraled out of control,
between the terrible lifestyle and anger, the stress,
confusion, and death of my father, I was found mortal
after all. I was broken, and suddenly a soft spot
developed once again for My Father in heaven and
my need for Him. 

So, 3yrs later with what had to be my own personal
invite by Him, which is so important that everyone
understands this aspect of Him, I answered Him.

 And over the next 3 months, He worked all that seed
and prayer that was sown directly into the deep
places of my heart. He lovingly tenderized this hard
unworked soil and brought it back to life and into a
life-giving place. 61

Here came the Plow!!! 
 As a result, in January of that new year, He placed
me on a straight 21-day pure WATER FAST. I’ll give
you one guess just WHO that restoration was for!

 The seed she so faithfully scattered all those years
on that hard unworked soil, now plowed and
watered, sprouted a harvest 21 days later when I
walked into her door, and into my Jess’s arms and
asked forgiveness and permission to come back
home. I was met with an unconditional YES that
sounded a whole lot like my Fathers voice for some
strange reason, come to think of it still dose many
times when she speaks now! 
We love you ALL, BLESSINGS & Stand firm

Pastor Dustin & Jess

 Boy, this girl had a lot of seed! It came wave, upon wave. Yes in the form of personal tears, prayer,
but so much more. We’re talking notes, letters, and loving texts, when she was not blocked lol. 
Yes, it annoyed me to no end and brought out the worst in me towards her. However, it still kept
coming, books and loving peace offerings of gifts Etc.. that she would send with the kids at times when
she felt led. Even unintentional seed would land such as… Encouraging statements and words would
naturally flow from my kids when they would visit. 



11  Has any nation ever traded
its gods for new ones, even
though they are not gods at
all? Yet my people have
exchanged their glorious God
for worthless idols! 12 The
heavens are shocked at such
a thing and shrink back in
horror and dismay,” says the
LORD. 13 “For my people have
done two evil things: They
have abandoned me— the
fountain of living water. And
they have dug for themselves
cracked cisterns that can hold
no water at all! Jeremiah 2
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ASKSheilaSheilaSheila
Q. What do you do if your spouse refuses to
acknowledge their faults and you believe they
are a narcissist. 
     

   There is a lot of misunderstood information out

there on narcissism. Many who find themselves

dealing with a spouse that suddenly enters a

spiritual crisis enters into a state of lawlessness,

rebellion, and blindness, will go looking for answers

and come in contact with many sites that talk about

a spouse that is a narcissist. All the symptoms they

talk about are identical to a spouse that changes

because their hearts go hard. 

Narcissist personality disorder, which needs a true

clinical diagnosis, is not very common and is present

LONG before a spouse leaves the marriage.  We talk

a lot about the everyday type of 'narcissism' we just

call it what the Bible calls it. Stubborn, selfish,

rebellious, and we ALL tend to have this type of

place we enter into and out of more than once in

our lives. 

One telling sign of the hard heart is how it turns

away from God, spouse, family, responsibilities, and

departs from its true self, while someone with

narcissism, would have always been in this place. 

 Because there is a misunderstanding, a  mislabeling

of those with hard hearts, that they are narcissists,

and with that 'diagnosis' comes the verdict that they

are impossible to change, will never change. But a

hard heart is a temporary state of rebellion and one

that we see changed all the time when it comes to

the end of their season of being 'sifted as wheat." 

 Q. Sheila, I have a hard time not running to
people to get their opinions and advice
because I don't trust that I hear from God. My
prayer partner told me that I need to stop
going to people and only go to God. Now I feel
like I am wrong for reaching out, but I need
help. I feel like I have no one now and it's wrong
to ask for help. Help! 
     

1 Corinthians 12:12-27 speaks of the body of Christ,

which you and I are a part of. In VS 25, it says 

"All of them (parts of the body) will take care of one
another 26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it. 

Because we are all at different levels, we are going to

need each other when we struggle through

something we don't understand. The body should

always be helping each other to understand God,

connect with Him, and encourage each other to

develop that personal relationship with Him.  We

should not be seeking people in place of God, but

sometimes when we have insecurity, it makes us very

uncomfortable and we don't trust ourselves, or we

don't like being alone with God, would rather let

someone else do it for us. That is something to pray

and ask God to help you with. As you press through

you will become more and more secure in your alone

time with Him. 

Insecurities come from lies that we believe in instead

of what the Word of God says. The best place for you

to start to overcome the insecurity is by reading how

God feels about you, and what He has done for you. 
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For we are going to follow our own plans, and each of us
will act in accordance with the stubbornness of his evil

heart.’ Jeremiah 18:12  

These older women must train the younger women to love
their husbands and their children, Titus 2:4



Q. My husband told me that he doesn't love me, it
was a mistake to marry me, that God will forgive him
and that God would never have him come back to a
marriage that made him unhappy.  I don't know how
to stop feeling so defeated by his words. I know that
all lost spouses say it, but it hurts really bad when
yours says it to you.

Just as a lost spouse can devastate us with a statement

from the snare, causing us to become snared too, God

can make a statement as well. A promise, that can reach

down and bring us right out, fill us with hope and keep

us from going back to that place of deception. As long as

you hold on to what Jesus is speaking to your heart, it

will guard you against the same deception that is

snaring your husband. 

     Keep pressing into learning about His character and

nature and you will overcome the lies that persuaded

you. Knowing Him guards you against deception. Which

is how your spouse most likely got snared. By not

knowing Him as he should!

     Many times we are in fear and insecurity, and those

words bring it on even more. But when we know the love

God has for us, that love protects us from fear because

we are so secure in Him, it drives out anything that

would test our relationship with Him.

Q. Sheila, I have never had a
false start. At first, I was afraid
of them, but now that I have never
had one, I'm more afraid that God is
trying to say something to me that I don't
want to hear by not giving us any. Isn't false
starts a normal part that happens before
restoration?  
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Let me share what a false start is and maybe this will

help you understand. 

     False starts are when a runner starts running the

race before the official gives the go signal. The term fits

standing so well because there are so many situations

that Standers find themselves in where they wanted

restoration to come, they got ahead of God and started

to run towards the finish line when God never said:

"Go."

     False starts are something that the Stander is

believing is happening when it really isn't. I actually

tried to make my restoration happen, dragging my

spouse toward the finish line and ignored all the

warnings that the race was never started. I was so

desperate to get across that victory line that I was

controlling, manipulating, and ignoring all the

warnings. 

     False starts are OUR deception, our belief that

something began that wasn't, or our covering up the

facts that are pointing that there has been no true

repentance to God, and we are going to believe that

they're sorry to us was all that was needed to release

them from the snare of adultery. 

     Standers can develop a relationship with their

spouse and not leave that finish line until God says GO.

They can be aware and not let fear make them jump

ahead. They can be present in the moment learning to

take what is happening for what it is, using wisdom to

guard them, trusting God will help keep them rooted

and not running ahead in insecurity or trying to force

something to happen that is not ready. 

ASK

Q. Sheila,  Now there is no contact, and I've
heard some things that make me feel like its
just foolish to keep standing. How do I
continue to stand when things are not getting
better but worse?
The apparent question should be, how can you

not? We tend to see things that get harder, or

darker as a sign to walk away, but in God's

kingdom, it's not a sign to give up but to press in.

You continue to stand with a new perspective of

how the kingdom works and operates from a

totally different perspective from the world. The

world says when things get tough, give up. But

since we know that things are getting tougher

because the darkness is prevailing, then we need

to stand firmer! The more you are tempted to quit,

the more you should fight back and press in

against the temptation that comes at your

feelings.    

     DETAILS can be a huge deterrent. I have a

YouTube video on details that explains how they

lead us away from the will of God unless we look at

them from a different perspective and see them as

an opportunity, not as a sign that God is saying

give up.  

Exodus 23:22 But if you will listen carefully to his voice
and do everything I say, I will be an enemy to your

enemies and a foe to your foes.

Psalm 27:14 Wait for the Lord Be strong, And let your
heart take courage; Wait for the Lord.

 
Ecclesiastes 3:1 For everything there is a season, And a

time for every matter under heaven.
 

Micah 7:7 But as for me, I will look to the Lord, I will wait
for the God of my salvation God will hear me.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2F4DpuEKpUk


Q. Why is God letting them get away with their
sin? Why isn't He doing anything about it? I am
in constant pain and misery and God doesn't
seem to care at all. I feel rejected and unloved
because He won't stop my spouse. 

 I feel that the writer of Psalm 73, using the New

Living Translation can explain it much better than I

can through his testimony as he had the same

struggle!

He shares,  "I almost lost my footing. My feet were

slipping, and I was almost gone. For I envied the

proud when I saw them prosper despite their

wickedness. They seem to live such painless lives;

their bodies are so healthy and strong. They don’t

have troubles like other people; they’re not plagued

with problems like everyone else.

Look at these wicked people—enjoying a life of ease

while their riches multiply. Did I keep my heart pure

for nothing? Did I keep myself innocent for no

reason?

I get nothing but trouble all day long; every morning

brings me pain. If I had really spoken this way to

others, I would have been a traitor to your people.

So I tried to understand why the wicked prosper. But

what a difficult task it is! Then I went into your

sanctuary, O God, and I finally understood the

destiny of the wicked. Truly, you put them on a

slippery path and send them sliding over the cliff to

destruction.

In an instant they are destroyed, completely swept

away by terrors. 

Then I realized that my heart was bitter, and I was all

torn up inside. I was so foolish and ignorant—I must

have seemed like a senseless animal to you. Yet I still

belong to you; you hold my right hand. You guide me

with your counsel, leading me to a glorious destiny.

Whom have I in heaven but you? I desire you more

than anything on earth. My health may fail, and my

spirit may grow weak, but God remains the strength

of my heart; He is mine forever.-Psalm 73 NLT

Q. Why is zipping my lips so hard? I tell myself over
and over when I see her I am not going to say anything
about our marriage, or her changing or God, but it's all
I can think of. I can't stop it from coming out of my
mouth. 

It's actually not your mouth but your heart that it's coming

out of. When our heart still trusts in how you have handled

things in the past, still has confidence that it succeeded

before, it can do it again, it will keep trying. Your heart has

most likely never been up against a hard heart before so in

order for it to learn that there is no getting through, it has

to explore every avenue until it's convinced it can't

penetrate.  That is how hearts learn and eventually go

looking elsewhere for answers or help. And that is when

you will start to seek out God and rest in His ability to

speak to your wife in a way ONLY He can because He is the

only one that truly knows what she needs to help her. In

the meantime, while you are learning to trust Him, pray

this scripture over yourself.  

Psalm 141:3 Set a guard over my mouth, LORD; keep watch
over the door of my lips.

 
Proverbs 21:23 Those who guard their mouths and their

tongues keep themselves from calamity.
 

Proverbs 12:13  An evil man is trapped by his rebellious
speech, but a righteous man escapes from trouble.

 
Proverbs 10:19 When words are many, sin is unavoidable,

but he who restrains his lips is wise.
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ASK

Q. Sheila, I am bitter and I don't know how to
change. I can feel the bitterness seeping into all
areas of my life. I don't want to be this way, but I
don't know how to fix it. 
       You are right about bitterness seeping into all

areas of your life, that is what bitterness does. It

takes a fact, puts a spin on it, makes it personal,

makes you pay attention to the wrong thing, blinds

you to the true truth of the situation, of the dire

consequences that are happening, and then it

makes you become so offended, so hurt, that you no

longer want to see them repent, instead you want

them to pay.    

Hebrews 12:14–15 (NKJV) “Pursue peace with all people,
and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord:

looking carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of God;
lest any root of bitterness springing up cause trouble, and

by this many become defiled;”

Bitterness is a very dangerous place

for a Stander to go, and yes I call it a

place. I lived in bitterness for years and

it was like a dungeon. There was very little 

in my life that didn't get affected by this place of

bitterness, I was living it. It affected how I saw and

interacted with others. I was unable to love, trust, and see

people without feeling disgusted. Bitterness comes in

when we buy the lie, and the cost to us is dear!

 

Sheila  

https://biblehub.com/proverbs/12-13.htm


And all yourAnd all your  
children shall learnchildren shall learn  

of ME,of ME,    and the peace of yourand the peace of your
  children shall increasechildren shall increase

Isaiah 54:13Isaiah 54:13Isaiah 54:13
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 Trust me they know. Your stand
ends the generational sin of divorce

because you are showing your

children that holiness is more

important than happiness. 

I won’t sugarcoat this thing of

standing with kids involved. It will be

really tough. Some kids will see the

truth immediately and will pray for

their lost parent just as fervently as

you; you will be getting all the junk

from their hurt souls and possibly

they will feel safer to act out with you

vs their other parent. Other kids will

see it as foolish and treat you as a fool;

this is a wall they have built because

they can’t let themselves hope for a

whole family.

 Whichever situation we are in our

stand shows our kids, by our actions,

what we truly believe about God. It

shows our kids that through God

people can change (I can tell you I

am a stronger Christian today than at

the beginning of my stand). Our stand

is a constant reminder of who God is,

how He provides, and why He alone is

worthy of our worship. 

God Bless, 
    Jamie 
    A Stander and a Mom 

Any parent can tell you that kids see

all and hear all. They have an

uncanny super power of knowing

when you are snacking on your

secret stash of chocolate or they

repeat that conversion you had in

the other room. 

As teens they are looking for

consistency with what we say as

parents with how we act as parents.

As parents who are standing for their

marriages, what we say and what we

do are magnified under the

microscope of divorce or separation.

What we say about God and how we

demonstrate our faith in Him is

being watched very closely by our

kids. 

 You see standing isn’t just about

having our spouse home again. It is

also showing our kids that there is

another way. Your stand is showing

your kids what faith through the

trials truly looks like. Your stand will

produce fruit in you and your kids

will notice. Your stand will bring God

into your home like never before.

Your kids will start to recognize the

spiritual difference between your

home and your covenant spouse’s

home.

Standing
With Kids

Showing Them God's Way
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 18 “You shall therefore
impress these words of
mine on your heart and
on your soul; and you
shall bind them as a

sign on your hand, and
they shall be as
frontals on your

forehead.
 

 19 You shall teach
them to your sons,

talking of them when
you sit in your house
and when you walk
along the road and

when you lie down and
when you rise up.

 

 Deuteronomy 11: 18-19 

7 in all things show yourself to be an example of good deeds, with purity in doctrine,

dignified, 8 sound in speech which is beyond reproach, so that the opponent will be put

to shame, having nothing bad to say about us. Titus 2:7-8 

    Jamie 
     



..................and be subject to one another in the fear of Christ. Wives, be subject to yourand be subject to one another in the fear of Christ. Wives, be subject to yourand be subject to one another in the fear of Christ. Wives, be subject to your

own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christown husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christown husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ

also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body.also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body.also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body.      But as theBut as theBut as the

church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands inchurch is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands inchurch is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in

everything.everything.everything.

                     Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gaveHusbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gaveHusbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave

Himself up for her,Himself up for her,Himself up for her,      so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by theso that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by theso that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the

washing of water with the wwashing of water with the wwashing of water with the word, that He might present to Himself the church in allord, that He might present to Himself the church in allord, that He might present to Himself the church in all

her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holyher glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holyher glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy

and blameless.and blameless.and blameless.   

   So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies. He who lovesSo husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies. He who lovesSo husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies. He who loves

his own wife loves himself; for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes andhis own wife loves himself; for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes andhis own wife loves himself; for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and

cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church, because we are members of Hischerishes it, just as Christ also does the church, because we are members of Hischerishes it, just as Christ also does the church, because we are members of His

body.body.body.   

For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and shall be joined to hisFor this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and shall be joined to hisFor this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and shall be joined to his

wife, and the two shall become one flesh.wife, and the two shall become one flesh.wife, and the two shall become one flesh.   

This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church.This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church.This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church.   

                                                            Ephesians 5:21-32Ephesians 5:21-32Ephesians 5:21-32

Marriage Like Christ and the ChurchMarriage Like Christ and the ChurchMarriage Like Christ and the Church

..................and be subject to one another in the fear of Christ. Wives, be subject to yourand be subject to one another in the fear of Christ. Wives, be subject to yourand be subject to one another in the fear of Christ. Wives, be subject to your

own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christown husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christown husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ

also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body.also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body.also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body.      But as theBut as theBut as the

church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands inchurch is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands inchurch is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in

everything.everything.everything.

https://biblehub.com/ephesians/5-21.htm


“ But you don’t understand what
my spouse did! ” 

Have you ever felt or thought that as

people tell you to “Let go and let God”

concerning standing for your marriage? 

I certainly have!

 

What I really meant was that I thought

they didn’t understand the pain and

betrayal I felt as a result of my husband’s

choices. I felt unheard, unseen,

invalidated, and raw. 

 

And worse yet, I felt rejected and

abandoned by my husband, who had

vowed “For Better or For Worse” and then

broke that vow when things got tough. 

 

The one living selfishly and apart from

the truth of who God made me to be

through 8 years of alcoholism and ALL

that comes along with the brokenness of

addiction. My choices were spilling over

into the lives of the people I said I loved.

Years of unhealed childhood trauma and

lack of identity in Christ had wreaked

havoc in my life and our marriage. 

Now before you turn the page and

dismiss this as not applicable to you,

grant me a moment to speak to what

may be happening in your marriage too. 

 

God delivered me overnight from 

alcoholism. God and I began a journey to

heal all the lies that had rooted

themselves in my life and to establish

my identity in Him. 

What I’ve come to understand is that my

husband’s choice to leave our marriage is a

CALL to me to intercede on his behalf for his

restored relationship with the Lord and for his

healing for all that he has been through, in his

own early life and during the alcoholism in

our marriage. His choices are not an excuse

for me to live in bitterness and resentment

and unforgiveness and feeling betrayed. 

 

Yes, his choice to leave our marriage, divorce

me, and marry the other woman are painful.

No denying that. But I am choosing to

intercede for the manifestation of his restored

relationship with the Lord rather than live in

the pain of his choices. 

 

Why?
 

Because it’s what we are called to do AND

because it’s exactly what I needed when I was

lost in my own brokenness. 

69

Melissa E. Parker

“I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in
order that you may know the hope to which he has called
you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy
people,” Ephesians  1:18  NIV

 “I Can’t Believe

What My Spouse

is Doing!”

You see, I was the lost one. 



I encourage you to come out of the wounded

spouse position and heal with the Lord with

intention. Freedom is on the other side of

healing! I encourage you to recognize that

your spouse may be defaulting to living life

from the unhealed places in their own life. 

And I encourage you to partner with the Lord

through prayer and declaring His word over

yourself and your spouse and your marriage.

 

I am living proof, along with many others,

that there is HOPE and HEALING for the lost

and broken to surrender to Him and live in

purpose for His glory! What He has done for

me, He can do for your spouse too! 

 

I’ve written about my journey through

healing and standing for the restoration of

our marriage in my first book. It’s titled “For

Better or For Worse-Seeking Him, Finding

Me”. You can find out more about my

redemption journey and purchase my book

at www.seekinghimfindingme.com 

 

Melissa

For my husband to recognize that I wasn’t

making choices with the intent to hurt him,

rather I was hurting and needed healing

with Jesus. 

For my husband to stand in the gap for me,

to stand between the lies of the enemy and

present the truth of God to me. 

For my husband to show me the love of

God despite my brokenness. 

For my husband to pray the truth of God’s

word over me and partner with the Lord to

see me come into a true relationship with

Him. 

 

Marriage was intended to be a picture of the

relationship God designed us to have with Him.

Marriage was not intended to be about how
“happy” we can be through being a part of
someone else’s life and it’s not about them
“completing us”. Those ideals are presented
through culture and movies and fairy tales. Those
are ideals that we desperately need to let go of
so that we can embrace the truth of what God’s
word actually says about marriage. 
 
As you are standing for your marriage to be
restored, it’s important to realize that BOTH of
you may have unhealed trauma that has played a
role in the root cause of the breakdown of the
relationship and threatens to derail the marriage. 

Festering wounds need to be cleaned and
dressed and to have medicine applied to it. If we
fear the pain of even touching it, it goes
untreated with the hope that it will heal itself. It
won’t, in fact, it will likely become infected and
cause much greater damage, including scars.
Those scars impact how that portion of the body
functions. The unhealed, festering wounds and
scars of past trauma may be affecting how the
marriage functions now.
 
Jesus and His Word are the cleansing, dressing,
and “medicine” that need to be applied to all
those hurts in both of you. 

 Jesus and His Word!
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What I needed was..
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NO......
it's not too late

you're not too old
and it's not too

impossible!
God always finds a way

~always!

"Sheila, The Volatile Heart
was exactly what I needed to
help me overcome my anger

and bitterness. It really
explained things in a way that

my hardened heart didn't
want to hear or accept.

Thank you for helping this
very lost Stander!

Joe, NC

Ebooks!
marriagerevealedministries.com

By Sheila Hollinger

Destined to Stand
Sheila's personal restoration

testimonyYour Standing
Questions Answered

The Volatile Heart
Uncovering the hard heart,

the true reasons behind
adultery and divorce.

Answers to the most asked
questions by Standers. 

"Sheila, Thank you so much

for your book Destined to

Stand, I have read it three

times and plan on reading

it again because there is so

much revelation packed

into this book. You are so

right, it's not what I

wanted to hear, but what I

NEEDED to hear.  Carol, TX

71

Stander's Daily
Devotional

 
Powering

through Pain

Powering through
the daily struggles

of Standing
through God's

wisdom and
Direction.

NEWNEW!!

https://marriagerevealedministries.com/books/



